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The extrarcts from ‘The Vitasta’ Official Organ of Kashmir
Sabha,Kolkata, ( for private cicurlation only) vol. xxxvii No.1 April-
May 2004.

National Seminar “Remembering Lal Ded in
Modern Times™ held under the auspices of Kashmir
Education Culture and Science Society in Delhi in
November 2000.

The speakers in the Seminar stressed the
importance of an authoritative compilation of Lal Ded’s
Vaakhs. The difficulty being encountered in this
regard is the absence of authentic manscript(s) of her
verses which before their publication used to be
transmsitted from generation to generation by word
and-mouth at the risk of interpolations and linguistic
changes. Some of the verses are rejected as
spurious.”
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TRRMe - 2

ARl grr ¥R e # foredt TR
YT (Introduction) P oY k]

The verses in the following collection are attributed to a
woman of Kashmir, named in Sanskrit, Lalla Yogeswari. There are
few countries in which so many wise saws and proverbial sayings
are current as in Kashmir, and none of these have greater repute
than those attributed by universal Consent to Lad Ded, or “Granny
Lal’ as she is called now a days. There is not a Kashmiri, Hindu or
Musalman, who has not some of these ready on the tip of his tongue,
and who does not reverence her memory.

Little is known about her. All traditions agree that she was
a contemporary of Sayyid Ali Hamdani, the famous saint who
exercised a great influence in converting Kashmir to Islam. He
arrived in Kashmir in A.D. 1380, and remained there six years, the
reigning sovereign being Quatabu’d-Din (A.D. 1377-93). As we
shall see from her songs, Lalla was a yogni, i.e. a follower of the
Kashmir branch of the Saiva religion, but she was no bigot and to
her, all religions were at one in their essential clements. There is no
inherent difficulty in accepting the tradition of her association with
Sayyaid Ali. Hindus, in their admiration for their coreligionist, go, it
is true, too far when they assert that he received his inspiration
from her, but the Musalmans of the valley, who naturally deny this,
and who consider him to be the great local apostle of faith, never-
theless look upon her with the utmost respect.

Numerous stories are current about Lalla in the valley, but
none of them is deserving of literal credence. She is said to have
been originally a married woman of respectable family. She was
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cruelly treated by her mother-in-law, who nearly starved her. The
wicked woman tried to persuade Lalla’s husband that she was
unfaithful to him, but when he followed her to what he believed
was an assignation, he found her at prayer. The mother-in-law
tried other devices, which were all conquered by Lalla’s virtue and
patience, but at length she succeeded in getting her turned out of
the house. Lalla’s wo forth in sagas and adopted a famous Kashmiri
Saiva saint named Sed Boy as her Guru or Spiritual preceptor. The
result of his teaching was that she herself took the status of a men-
dicant devotee. and wandered about the country singing and danc-
ing in a half-nude condition. When remonstrated with for such dis-
regard for decency, she is said to have replied that they only were
men who feared God. and that there were very few of such about.
During this time Sayyid *Ali Hamdani’ arrived in Kashmir, and one
day she saw him in the distance crying out ‘I have seen a man’.
she turned and fled. Secing a baker’s shop close by she leaped into
the blazing oven and disappeared being apparently consumed to
ashes. The saint followed her and inquired if any woman had come
that way, but the baker’s wife out of fear, denied that she had seen
any one. Sayyid ‘Ali continued his research and suddenly Lalla
reappeared from the oven clad in the green garments of Paradise.

The above stories will give some idea of the legends that
cluster round the name of Lalla. All that we can affirm with some
assurance is that she certainly existed and that she probably lived in
the 14th century of our era, being a contemporary of Sayyid “Ali
Hamdani at the time of his visit to Kashmir. We know from her
own verses that she was in the habit of wandering during about in a
semi-nude state, dancing and singing in acstatic frenzy as did the
Hebrew Nabi’s of old and the more modern Dervishes.

No authentic manuscripts of her composition has come
down to us. Collection made by private individuals have occasion-
ally been put together, but none is complete, and no two agree n
contents or text, while there is thus a complete dearth of ordinary
manuscripts, there are, on the other hand. sources from which an
approximately correct text can be secured.

The ancient Indian system by which literature is recorded
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not on paper but on the memory and carried down from generation
to generation of teachers and pupils, is still incomplete survival in
Kashmir. Such fleshy tables of the heart are often more
trustworthy than birch bark or paper manuscripts. The reciters,
even when learned Pandits take every care to deliver the
messages word for word as they have received them, whether
they understand them or not. In such case we not infrequently
come across words of which the meaning given is purely traditional
or is even lost. A typical instance of this has occurred in the
experience of Sir George Grierson. In the summer of 1896 Sir
Austrel Stein took down in writing from the mouth of a professional
storyteller a collection of folk-tales, which he subsequently made
over to Sir George for editing and translation. In the course of
dictation, the narrator, according to custom, conscientiously
reproduce words of which he did not know the sense. There were
‘old words’ the signification of which had been lost, and which had
been passed down to him through generations of ustads, or teach-
ers. That they were not inventions of the moment, or corruptions of
the speaker, is shown by the facts that not only were they recorded
simultaneously by a well known Kashmiri Pandit, who was equally
ignorant of their meanings, and who accepted them without
hesitation or the authority of the reciter, but that, long afterwards, at
Sir George’s request, Sir Aurel Steins got the man to repeat the
passages in which the words occurred. They were repeated by
him, verbatim, literatim, et punctation, as they had been recited by
him to Sir Aurel fifteen years before.

The present collection of verses was recorded under very
similar conditions In the year 1914 Sir George Grierson asked his
friend and former assistant, Mahamahopadhyaya Pandit Mukunda
Rama Sastri, to obtain for him a good copy of the Lalla-Vakyani, as
these verses of Lall’s are commonly called by Pandits. After much
research he was unable to find a satisfactory manuscript. But
finally he came into touch with a very old Brahman named Dharma-
Dasa Darwesh of the village Gush. Just as the professional story-
teller mentioned above recited folk-tales, so he made it his business
for the benefit of the piously disposed, to recite Lalla’ songs and he
had received them by family traditions (Kula-paramparacarakrama).
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The Mahamahopadhyaya recorded the text from his dictation and
added a commentary, partly in Hindi and partly in Sanskrit, all of
which he forwarded to Shri George Grierson. These materials
formed the basis of the present edition. It can’t claim to be founded
on a collection of various manuscripts. but we can at least say that
it is an accurate reproduction of one recession of the songs, as they
are current at the present day, as in the case of Sir Aurel Stein’s
folk-tales this text contains words and passages which the recite
did not profess to understand. He had every inducement to make
the verses intelligible, and any conjectural emendation would at once
have been accepted on his authority; but, following the traditions of
his calling, he had the honesty to refrain from this, and said simply
that this was what he had received, and that he did not know its
meaning. Such a record 1s in some respect more valuable than any
written manuscript.

Besides this collection, we have also consulted two
manuscripts belonging to the Stein collection housed in the Oxford
India Institute. Both were written in the Sarada character. Of
course, one (No. ccx/vi of catalogue, and referred to as “Stein A’ in
the following pages) is but a fragment, the first two leaves and all
those after the seventeenth being missing. It is nevertheless of
considerable value; for , besides giving the text of the original, 1t
also gives a translation into Sankrit verse, by a Pandit named
Rajanaka Bhaskara, of songs Nos. 7-49. The Kashmiri text, if we
allow for the customary ecccentricities of spelling, presents no variant
readings of importance and is in places corrupt. We have,
therefore. not taken account of it; but so far as it is available, we
reproduce the Sanskrit translation under each verse of our edition.

The other manuscript (No.ccxlv - referred to herein as
‘Stein B’) demands more particular consideration. It contains the
Kashmiri text of 49 of the songs in the present collection. The
spelling is in the usual inconsequent style of all Kashmiri
manuscripts writtten before Isvara-Kauala gave a fixed orthogra-
phy to the language in the concluding decades of the 19th century
and there are also, as usual, a good many mistakes of the copyright.
It is, however, valuable as giving a number of variant regardings,
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and because the scribe has marked the metrical accentuation of
most of the heroes by putting the mark II after each accented word.
For this reason, and also because it gives a good example of the
spelling of Kashmiri before Isvara-Kauval’a time, under each verse
of our text, we reproduce, in the Nagari character the correcponding
verse, if available, of this manuscript. Except that we have divided
the words, a matter which rarely gives rise to any doubt - we print
these exactly as they stand in the manuscript with all their mistakes
and inconsistencies of spelling.

The order of verses in the manuscripts is different from
that of Dharaama Dasa’s text, and we have therefore, in appendixIV,
given a Concordance, showing the correspondence between the
TWO., oivinrniss

Lalla’s songs were composed in an old form of the Kashmiri
language, but it is not probable that we have them in exact form in
which she uttered them. The fact that they have been transmitted
by word of mouth prohibits such a supposition. As the language
changed insensibly from generation to generation so must the
outward form of the verses have changed in recitation. But,
nevertheles, respect for the authoress and the metrical form of the
songs have preserved a great many archaic forms of expressions.

As already said, Lalla was a devout follower of Kashmir
School of Yoga Saivism. Very little is yet known in Europe
concerning the tenets of this form of Hiduism, and we have
therefore done out best to explain the many allusions by notes
appended to each verse. In addition to these, the following general
account of the tenets of this religion has been prepared by Dr.
Barnett, which will, we hope, throw light on what is a somewhat
obscure subject.
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SOME WAKHS FROM THE BOOK

"LALVAKHYANI"
BY

GEORGE GRIERSON

shil ta mén chuy pdAv krangé
mdche yémt rof* mall® yud* wdiv
hosit yus* mast-wdla gandé
ik yés tagi Loy suh ada nihal




shé wan batith shéshi-kal wuztm
prakréth hoz'm pawana-sitiy

lolaks ndrty wolingb buztm
Shankar lobutk tamiy sitiy

sitla-turog® gagan’ brama-1won®
nimashé aki bhandr yozana-lach
iwtam ~wagi bad* ratith 20n"
pran apin sandérith pakhtch*

makuras 2an mal &olum manas
ada mé lik*m zanas zan

suk yeli dyuthum nishé payas
sOruy suy ta boh no kol




keh chiy néudri-hitsy wudiy
keban wudén nésar pdyé

Fek chiy, suin karith apitiy
keh chiy géh bazith ti alriy

okuy Gm-kar yis nabs daré
kumbuy brakmdandas sum garé*
akh suy manth®r &étas karé
tas sas manth'r kyah karé

samsaras dyés tapasiy
bodha-prakash lobum sahaz

marém na kik ta mara na kais
mara néch ta lasa nach
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zal thamawun kutawak t3ranaicun
wirdhwa-gaman pavrw darith

katha-dhent dod shramawun
antih® sakol* kupata-karith

Fust push® ta k3ssa pushdiv
kam Fusum logtzds puzé

kawa god® dizés zalaci doRd
kawa-sana mantra Shénkar-swatma

man push® t3y yibk pushin
bawak® kusum {09288 pazé
shishi-rasa god® dizés zalacy doitl
shopi-mantra Shinkar-swalma wuze
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gagan &% bhi-tal 8™y

&%y chukh dén pawan te raih
arg 8andan poih pont &y

8%y chukh sorny ta lg'eiy kyik

yem* lal manmath mad &iir mérun
wata-nosh' morith ta légun dds
tamy sakez Yishwar gérin
limiy soruy vyondun swds

Shiv wa Keéshév wd Zin wd
Kamalaza-ndath nane dirn 3/3&7.&
mé abali kos'tan Dhawa~ruz
suh wa suk wd suh wa suk




panas logith ridukh mé 6%4
mé &¢ &hdadan listum dok
panas-manz yéli dyikhukl mé 67
mé &€ ta pdanas dyubum bhik

kush posh (8] diph zal nd gabhé
sadbidwa gora-kalh yus* mant hoyé

Shémbhus s0ri nityé panaré yishé
sada pézé sahaza akriy nd z8yé

zanafié zayay rut Loy kiiy
karith wddaras balu kiésh
phirith dwdr bazani wit’ tatiy
Shiv chuy kricth" ta &én wipadésh




yikay matrusip® pay diye

yikay bharyé-rip® kari vishésh
yikay mayé-riip* ant’ zuw héys

Shiv chuy krith® ta &8n wipadesh

kandév geh 1€2* kandév wan-was
tophol* man nd ratith ta was
dén rath ganztrith panun® shwads

yuthuy chukl ta tyuthuy ds..

il yil karm korwm sul arbun
Ytk rasani woksorum tiy manth®r
uhuy log“md dihas pardun
suy yih parama-Shiwun® tanthr
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8% na bok nd dhyey na dhjan
ganv panay Sarwa-kriy rashith

anyau l]y:if/mfcﬁ kebh nd anway
.gay sath liyt par pashith

gatulwdh akf. wuchum bdekha-sily myrin
pan zan haran puhani wawa lak

n&hoodt akk wuchum wazas miran |
tana Lal b%h praran éfzéné’m-nd_préz/ﬁ

kalan kala-261° yilSway &8 gol® |
véndiv gih wa véndiv wan:was ;

20nith sarwa-gath Probh* amolt
yuthuy zdanékh lynthuy ds
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barmun atith ditith pant panas
tyuth* kydh warydth ta phalihiy sgw®
miulas wapadésh giy' 1inz® Jumatas
kaiit dades gor dparith réw'
%
lalith lalith wadoy bo-ddy
sitla ! muhiio’ piyiy may
réziy n6 pata Wk -langariic® &hdy
niza-swariph kyak mothuy hiy

taia-bitta ! windas bhayé mo bar
oyiRt binth kaf.rinl pana Andd

i k-zanans kshod har, kar
kéwal tasouduy tarul nad




bamar chatls rathn simhisan
klad naté-ras tila-parySkk

kydh monith yiti sthir dsawun™
ko-zana kdasry maraniii® shGkh

@

kyak bodulh mvha Ohawa-s54%ri-daré
sl Lrith piyiy tama-pokk

yema-bath karinéy kol chora-daré
Ko-zana kasty maraniint shokh

karm 29% karan (% kimbith
yéwa labaklh paraltkas okh

wilh khas sirya-mandal §6mbith
laway alty maranin® shikh

290




~Adndkt ambar pairith lané
yim pad Lali dip* ¢im hrédi Gk
karant pranawikt lay kor" Lalé
&élh-gyots kostn maranii® shikh
o
den bhézi ta razan asé
Mﬁ-zﬁai gaga?zdé-kun vIAAsE
dandirt Rak gros*. miwds
Shiwa-pizan gwik sitta dimdsé

manasay min bhawa-saras
chyur® kapa nerés nariict chiokh
18ka-Iékh, ynd® tnld-koli
tuli talt ta tul nd kék
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LAL MERI DRASHTI MAI [
(A critical appreciation)

Bimla Raina
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