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15. The Lord the only God. The words are ADUN IChID 
AL, or "Adonai (as commonly written) the only El." 

16. Seat. The word is MOUN, dwelling, habitation, or 
throne. 

17. Lightning flash. In the early edition the words "like 
scintillating flameware used: the Hebrew word is BRQ. 
Many Kabalists have shown how the Ten Sephiroth are 
symbolised by the zig-zag lightning flash. 

18. God; the Divine name here is Jehovah. 

19. The text gives only RTzUAV ShUB--"currend0 et 
redeundo," but the commentators have generally considered 
this to be a quotation from Ezekiel Chapter i. 14, referred to 
H ChIVT, the living creatures, kerubic forms. 

20. The Spirit of the Gods of the Living. RUCh ALHIM 
ChIIIM; or as R. gives it, "spiritus Deorum Viventium." 
Orthodoxy would translate these words "The spirit of the 
living God." 

21. AL ChI H OULMIM; "the Living God of Ages"; here 
the word God really is in the singular. 

22. The Voice, Spirit and Word are QUL, RUCh, DBR. A 
very notable Hebrew expression of Divinatory intuition was 
BATh QUL, the Daughter of the Voice. 
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23. Formless and Void. THU and BHU; these two words 
occur in Genesis i. 2, and are translated "waste and void." 

24. Note the order in which the primordial elements were 
produced. First, Spirit (query Akasa, Ether); then Air, Vayu; 
then Water, Apas, which condenses into solid elementary 
Earth, Prithivi; and lastly from the Water He formed Fire. 

25. The first name is often written Ophanim, the letters are 
AUPNIM; in the Vision of Ezekiel i. 16, the word occurs 
and is translated "Wheels." ShRPIM are the mysterious 
beings of Isaiah vi. 2; the word otherwise is translated 
Serpent, and in Numbers xxi. 6, as "fiery serpentstt: also in 
verse 8 as "fiery serpent" when Jehovah said "Make thee a 
fiery serpent and set it upon a pole." Kerubim. The Hebrew 
words arc ChIVTh H QDSh, holy animals: I have ventured 
to put Kerubim, as the title of the other Biblical form of 
Holy mysterious animal, as given in 1 Kings vi. 23 and 
Exodus xxv. 18, and indeed Genesis iii. 24. Bible 
dictionaries generally give the word as Cherubim, but in 
Hebrew the initial letter is always K and not Ch. 

26. Three. In the first edition I overlooked this word three; 
and putting and for as, made four classes of serving beings. 

28. Here follow the permutations of the name IHV, which is 
the Tetragrammaton--Jehovah, without the second or final 
Heh. 

27. This is verse 4 of Psalm civ. Trigrammaton, and is more 
suitable to the third or Yetziratic plane. HVI is the 
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imperative form of the verb to be, meaning be thou; HIV is 
the infinitive; and VIH is future. In IHV note that Yod 
corresponds to the Father; Heh to Binah, the Supernal 
Mother; and Vau to the Microprosopus--Son. 

29. Note the subdivision of the Decad into the Tetrad--four 
elements; and the Hexad--six dimensions of space. 

Notes to Chapter 2 

This chapter consists of philosophic remarks on the twenty- 
two sounds and letters of the Hebrew alphabet, and hence 
connected with the air by speech, and it points out the uses 
of those letters to form words--the signs of ideas, and the 
symbols of material substances. 

30. Soul; the word is NPSh, which is commonly translated 
soul, meaning the living personality of man, animal or 
existing thing: it corresponds almost to the Theosophic 
Prana plus the stimulus of Kama. 

31. This is the modem classification of the letters into 
guttural, palatal, lingual, dental and labial sounds. 

32. The 23 1 Gates. The number 242 is obtained by adding 
together all the numbers from 1 to 22. The Hebrew letters 
can he placed in pairs in 242 

different positions: thus ab, ag, ad, up to at; then ba, bb, bg, 
bd, up to bt, and so on to ts, tt: this is in direct order only, 
without reversal. For the reason why eleven are deducted, 
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and the number 23 1 specified, see the Table and Note 15 in 
the edition of Postellus. 

33. Non-existent; the word is A N ,  nothingness. Ain 
precedes Ain Suph, boundlessness; and Ain Suph Aur, 
Boundless Light. 

34. Body; the word is GUP, usually applied to the animal 
material body, but here means "one whole." 

Notes to Chapter 3 

This chapter is especially concerned with the essence of the 
Triad, as represented by the Three Mothers, Aleph, Mem, 
and Shin. Their development in three directions is pointed 
out, namely in the Macrocosm or Universe; in the Year or in 
Time; and in the Microcosm or Man. 

35. The importance of equilibrium is constantly reiterated in 
the Kabalah. The "Siphra Dtzeniouta," or "Book of 
Mystery," opens with a reference to this Equilibrium as a 
findamental necessity of stable existence. 

36. Heavens. The Hebrew word Heshamaim HShMIM, has 
in it the element of Aesh, fire, and Mim, water; and also 
Shem, name; The Name is IHVH, attributed to the elements. 
ShMA is in Chaldee a name for the Trinity (Parkhurst). 
ShMSh is the Sun, and Light, and a type of Christ, the Sun 
of Righteousness. Malachi iv. 2. 
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37. Were produced. The Hebrew word BRA, is the root. 
Three Hebrew words are used in the Bible to represent the 
idea of making, producing or creating. 

BRIAH, Briah, giving shape, Genesis i. 1. 

OShIH, Ashiah, completing, Genesis i. 3 1. 

ITzIRH, Yetzirah, forming, Genesis ii. 7. 

To these the Kabalists add the word ATzLH, with the 
meaning of "producingsomething manifest from the 
unmanifested." 

Emanation Shin Aleph Mem 

Macrocosm Primal Fire Spirit Primal Water 

Universe Heavens Atmosphere The Earth 

Elements Terrestrial Fire Air Water 

Man Head Chest Belly 

Year Heat Temperate Cold 

Notes to Chapter 4 

This is the special chapter of the Heptad, the powers and 
properties of the Seven. Here again we have the threefold 
attribution of the numbers and letters to the Universe, to the 
Year, and to Man. The supplemental paragraphs have been 
printed in modern form by Kalisch; they identify the several 
letters of the Heptad more definitely with the planets, days 
of the week, human attributes and organs of the senses. 
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39. These numbers have been a source of difference between 
the editors and copyists, hardly any two editors concurring. I 
have given the numbers arising from continual 
multiplication of the product by each succeeding unit from 
one to seven. 2x1=2, 2x3=6, 6x4=24, 24x5=120, 
120~6=720,720~7=5040. 

40. In associating the particular letters to each planet the 
learned Jesuit Athanasius Kircher allots Beth to the Sun, 
Gimel to Venus, Daleth to Mercury, Kaph to Luna, Peh to 
Saturn, Resh to Jupiter, and Tau to Mars. 

Kalisch in the supplementary paragraphs gives a different 
attribution; both are wrong, according to clairvoyant 
investigation. Consult the Tarot symbolism given by Court 
de Gebelin, Eliphas Levi, and my notes to the Isiaic Tablet 
of Bembo. The true attribution is probably not anywhere 
printed. The planet names here given are Chaldee words. 

41. The Seven Heavens and the Seven Earths are printed 
with errors, and I believe intentional mistakes, in many 
occult ancient books. Some Hermetic MSS. have the correct 
names and spelling. 

42. On the further attribution of these Seven letters, note that 
Postellus gives: Vita--mors, Pax--afflictio, Sapientia-- 
stultitia, Divitiae (Opus)-- paupertas, Gratia--opprobrium, 
Proles--steditas, Imperium--sewitus. Pistorius gives: Vita-- 
mors, Pax--bellurn, Scientia--ignorantia, Divitiae-- 
paupertas, Gratia--abominatio, Semen (Pro1es)--sterilitas, 
Imperium (Dominati0)--sewitus. 
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Notes to Chapter 5 

This chapter is specially concerned with the Dodecad; the 
number twelve is itself pointed out, and the characters of its 
component units, once more in the three zones of the 
universe, year and man; the last paragraph gives a 
recapitulation of the whole number of letters: the 
Supplement gives a form of allotment of the several letters. 

43. It is necessary to avoid confusion between these letters; 
different authors translate them in different manners. Heh or 
H6 not be conhsed with Cheth, or Heth, Ch. Teth, Th also 
must be kept distinct from the final letter Tau, T, which is 
one of the double letters; the semi-English pronunciation of 
these two letters is much confused, each is at times both t 
and th; Yod is either I, Y, or J; Samech is simple S, and must 
not be confbsed with Shin, Sh, one of the mother letters; Oin 
is often written in English Hebrew grammars as Ayin, and 
Sometimes as Gnain; Tzaddi must not be confused with 
Zain, Z; and lastly Qoph, Q, is very often replaced by K, 
which is hardly defensible as there is a true K in addition. 

44. Postellus gives suspicion and Pistorius, mind. 

45. These letters are the initials of the 12 Zodiacal signs in 
Hebrew nomenclature. They are: Teth Telah Aries Mem 
Maznim Libra 

46. The month Nisan begins about March 29th. Yiar is also 
written Iyar, and Aiar: the Hebrew letters are AIIR. 
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47. The list of organs varies. All agree in two hands, two 
feet, two kidneys, liver, gall and spleen. Postellus then gives, 
intestina, vesica, arteriae," the intestines, bladder, and 
arteries; Rittangelius gives the same. Pistorius gives, "colon, 
coagulum (spleen) et ventriculus," colon--the large intestine, 
coagulum and stomach. The chief difficulty is with the 
Hebrew word MSS, which is allied to two different roots, 
one meaning private, concealed, hidden; and the other 
meaning liquefied. 

48. The Elohim--Divine powers--not IHVH the 
Tetragrammaton. 

Notes to Chapter 6 

This chapter is a resume of the preceding five; it calls the 
universe and mankind to witness to the truth of the scheme 
of distribution of the powers of the numbers among created 
forms, and concludes with the narration that this philosophy 
was revealed by the Divine to Abraham, who received and 
faithhlly accepted it, as a form of Wisdom under a 
Covenant. 

49. The Dragon, TLI, Theli. The Hebrew letters amount in 
numeration to 440, that is 400, 30 and 10. The best opinion 
is that Tali or Theli refers to the 12 Zodiacal constellations 
along the great circle of the Ecliptic; where it ends there it 
begins again, and so the ancient occultists drew the Dragon 
with its tail in its mouth. Some have thought that Tali 
referred to the constellation Draco, which meanders across 
the Northern polar sky; others have referred it to the Milky 
Way; others to an imaginary line joining Caput to Cauda 
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Draconis, the upper and lower nodes of the Moon. Adolphe 
Franck says that Theli is an Arabic word. 

50. Happiness, or a good end, or simply good, TUBH. 

5 1. Misery, or an evil end, or simply evil, ROH. 

52. This Hebrew version omits the allotment of the 
remaining six. Mayer gives the paragraph thus:--The triad of 
amity is the heart and the two ears; the triad of enmity is the 
liver, gall, and the tongue; the three life-givers are the two 
nostrils and the spleen; the three death-dealing ones are the 
mouth and the two lower openings of the body. 

53. God. In this case the name is AL, EL. 

54. This last paragraph is generally considered to be less 
ancient than the remainder of the treatise, and by another 
author. 

55. The Lord most high. OLIU ADUN. Adun or Adon, or 
Adonai, ADNI, are commonly translated Lord; Eliun, 
OLIUN, is the more usual form of "the most high one." 

56. Him. Rittangelius gives "credit in Tetragrammaton," but 
this word is: 

Shin Shor Taurus Oin Oqereb Scorpio 

Tau Thaumim Gemini Qoph Qesheth Sagittarius 

Samech Sartan Cancer Gimel Gedi Capricorn 
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Aleph Aryeh Leo Daleth Dali Aquarius 

Beth Bethuleh Virgo Daleth Dagim Pisces 

57. Tongue. The verbal covenant. 

58. Speech. The Hebrew has "upon his tongue." 

59. The Hebrew version of Rabbi Judah Ha Levi concludes 
with the phrase, "and said of him, Before I formed thee in 
the belly, I knew thee." Rabbi Luria gives the Hebrew 
version which I have translated. Postellus gives: "He drew 
him into the water, He rose up in spirit, He inflamed him in 
seven suitable forms with twelve signs." Mayer gives: "Er 
zog sie rnit Wasser, zundet sie an mit Feuer; erregte sie rnit 
Geist; verbannte sie mit sieben, goss sie aus mit den zwolf 
Gestirnen." "He drew them with water, He kindled them 
with fire, 

He moved them with spirit, distributed them with seven, and 
sent them forth with twelve. 
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THE THIRTY-TWO 
PATHS OF WISDOM 

Translated from the Hebrew Text of Joannes Stephanus 
Rittangelius, 1642: which is also to be found in the "Oedipus 
Aegyptiacus " of Athanasius Kircher, 1653. 

The First Path is called the Admirable or the Hidden 
Intelligence (the Highest Crown): for it is the Light giving 
the power of comprehension of that First Principle which 
has nobeginning; and it is the Primal Glory, for no created 
being can attain to its essence. 

The Second Path is that of the Illuminating Intelligence: it is 
the Crown of Creation, the Splendour of the Unity, equalling 
it, and it is exalted above every head, and named by the 
Kabbalists the Second Glory. 

The Third Path is the Sanctifjing Intelligence, and is the 
foundation of Primordial wisdom,which is called the Creator 
of Faith, and its roots are AMN; and it is the parent of Faith, 
from which doth Faith emanate. 

The Fourth Path is named the Cohesive or Receptacular 
Intelligence; and is so called because it contains all the holy 
powers, and from it emanate all the spiritual virtues with the 
most exalted essences: they emanate one from the other by 
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the power of the Primordial Emanation. The Highest 
Crown.) 

The Fifth Path is called the Radical Intelligence, because it 
resembles the Unity, uniting itself to the Binah, or 
Intelligence which emanates from the Primordial depths of 
Wisdom or Chokrnah. 

The Sixth Path is called the Mediating Intelligence, because 
in it are multiplied the influxes of the emanations, for it 
causes that influence to flow into all the reservoirs of the 
Blessings, with which these themselves are united. 

The Seventh Path is the Occult Intelligence, because it is the 
Refulgent Splendour of all the Intellectual virtues which are 
perceived by the eyes of intellect, and by the contemplation 
of faith. 

The Eighth Path is called the Absolute or Perfect 
Intelligence, because it is the means of the primordial, which 
has no root by which it can cleave, nor rest, except in the 
hidden places of Gedulah, Magnificence, from which 
emanates its own proper essence. 

The Ninth Path is the Pure Intelligence, so called because it 
purifies the Numerations, it proves and corrects the 
designing of their representation, and disposes their unity 
with which they are combined without diminution or 
division. 
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The Tenth Path is the Resplendent Intelligence, because it is 
exalted above every head, and sits on the throne of Binah 
(the Intelligence spoken of in the Third Path). It illuminates 
the splendour of all the lights, and causes an influence to 
emanate from the Prince of countenances. 

The Eleventh Path is the Scintillating Intelligence, because it 
is the essence of that curtain which is placed close to the 
order of the disposition, and this is a special dignity given to 
it that it may be able to stand before the Face of the Cause of 
Causes. 

The Twelfth Path is the Intelligence of Transparency, 
because it is that species of Magnificence called Chazchazit, 
the place whence issues the vision of those seeing in 
apparitions. (That is the prophecies by seers in a vision.) 

The Thirteenth Path is named the Uniting Intelligence, and is 
so called because it is itself the Essence of Glory. It is the 
Consummation of the Truth of individual spiritual things. 

The Fourteenth Path is the Illuminating Intelligence and is 
so called because it is that Chashmal which is the founder of 
the concealed and fundamental ideas of holiness and of their 
stages of preparation. 

The Fifteenth Path is the Constituting Intelligence, so called 
because it constitutes the substance of creation in pure 
darkness, and men have spoken of these contemplations; it is 
that darkness spoken of in Scripture, (Job xxxviii), "and thick 
darkness a swaddling band for it." 
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The Sixteenth Path is the Triumphal or Eternal Intelligence, 
so called because it is the pleasure of the Glory, beyond 
which is no other Glory like to it, and it is called also the 
Paradise prepared for the Righteous. 

The Seventeenth Path is the Disposing Intelligence, which 
provides Faith to the Righteous, and they are clothed with 
the Holy Spirit by it, and it is called the Foundation of 
Excellence in the state of higher things. 

The Eighteenth Path is called the Intelligence or House of 
Influence (by the greatness of whose abundance the influx of 
good things upon created beings is increased), and from its 
midst the arcana and hidden senses are drawn forth, which 
dwell in its shade and which cling to it, from the Cause of all 
causes. 

The Nineteenth Path is the Intelligence of the Secret of all 
the activities of the spiritual beings, and is so called because 
of the influence diffused by it fkom the most high and 
exalted sublime glory. 

The Twentieth Path is the Intelligence of Will, and is so 
called because it is the means of preparation of all and each 
created being, and by this intelligence the existence of the 
Primordial Wisdom becomes known. 

The Twenty-first Path is the Intelligence of Conciliation and 
Reward, and is so called because it receives the divine 
influence which flows into it from its benediction upon all 
and each existence. 
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The Twenty-second Path is the Faithful Intelligence, and is 
so called because by it spiritual virtues are increased, and all 
dwellers on earth are nearly under its shadow. 

The Twenty-third Path is the Stable Intelligence, and it is so 
called because it has the virtue of consistency among all 
numerations. 

The Twenty-fourth Path is the Imaginative Intelligence, and 
it is so called because it gives a likeness to all the similitudes 
which are created in like manner similar to its harmonious 
elegancies. 

The Twenty-fifth Path is the Intelligence of Probation, or 
Temptation, and is so called because it is the primary 
temptation, by which the Creator tries all righteous persons. 

The Twenty-sixth Path is called the Renewing Intelligence, 
because the Holy God renews by it all the changing things 
which are renewed by the creation of the world. 

The Twenty-seventh Path is the Active or Exciting 
Intelligence, and it is so called because through it every 
existent being receives its spirit and motion. 

The Twenty-eighth Path is called the Natural Intelligence; 
by it is completed and perfected the nature of all that exists 
beneath the Sun. 
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The Twenty-ninth Path is the Corporeal Intelligence, so 
called because it forms every body which is formed in all the 
worlds, and the reproduction of them. 

The Thirtieth Path is the Collective Intelligence, and 
Astrologers deduce fiom it the Judgment of the Stars and 
celestial signs, and perfect their science, according to the 
rules of the motions of the stars. 

The Thirty-first Path is the Perpetual Intelligence; but why is 
it so called? Because it regulates the motions of the Sun and 
Moon in their proper order, each in an orbit convenient for 
it. 

The Thirty-second Path is the Administrative Intelligence, 
and it is so called because it directs and associates the 
motions of the seven planets, directing all of them in their 
own proper courses. 
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The Tawasin 
of Mansur Al-Hallaj 

Introduction 

The final work which I have chosen to include within this 
volume "The Tawasin" is the product of Islamic mysticism 
derived from the insight of the Sufi Masters of Wisdom, 
each of whom can trace their lineage back to one or other of 
the companions of the Prophet Mohammed (peace be upon 
him). This is a curious and compelling text whose content 
possesses much resonance with the Qabalah of the Hebrew 
mystics and yet is also strongly influenced in its description 
of the sacred mission of the Prophet by the approach of the 
chronicler of the Christian Gospel of St John. 

The Tawasin possesses seven chapters, each called a Tasin 
(Tawasin is a plural of Tasin): "Twa" and "Sin" are the first 
two letters announcing the opening of Surah Naml(27, The 
Ants) of the Holy Qur'an ("The Recitation"). Each Surah (or 
chapter) of the Qur'an opens with two letters from the 
Arabic and although no commentator is truly sure of the 
mysterious nature or purpose of these letters, some believe 
that the letter "Twa" is connected to the creation of Man 
"Man did we create from a quintessence of Clay" (Surah 
23: Verse 12). 
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The use of metaphor and symbolism embodied in the 
Tawasin will be immediately identifiable to the student of 
the Rosicrucian Qabalah. Aramaic terms such as Malakat 
are rendered in translation as "Sovereignty", which is a more 
exact rendering of the term "Malkuth" familiarly - yet 
somewhat misleadingly - translated as "Kingdom" in the 
litany of western Hermetic Students. 

The opening chapter of this work details the nature of the 
Prophet in a similar fashion to the manner in which the 
sacred origins of Jesus (as Logos) are discussed in the 
opening chapter of the Gospel of John. The second chapter, 
"The Ta-Sin of Understanding" examines the transcendent 
nature of God (the Creator) and provides the first verifiable 
historic rendering of the fable of the Moth and the Candle; 
whilst the third chapter details forty stages of personal 
evolution in the journey towards the appreciation of Divine 
Truth. Further chapters discuss Heresy, the disassociation of 
the God-form of the Creator with the Creator and the 
mission of Mohammed as opposed to the mission of Iblis 
(the Shaitan). This latter theme is the most enthralling 
commentary upon the nature of IblisIShaitan's fall from 
Divine grace, yet reveals the Adversary not as an enemy of 
God but as the enemy of Man. According to the Holy 
Qur'an, the Angels and the Djinn (or jinn) were commanded 
by the Creator to bow down before Adam (Mankind). Only 
Iblis refused to do this. According to the mysticism of the 
Tawasin, Iblis refbsed on a point of principle that the 
Creator had commanded that there should be no object of 
worship save Himself. Iblis (the Shaitan) is held to have 
regarded this as a test of faith and even now abides by the 
wisdom of his decision not to worship anyone other than the 
Creator of the Worlds (sic). 
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The Tawasin 
of Mansur Al-Hallaj 

Translated by 
Aisha Abd Ar -Rahman At -Tarjumana 

The Ta-Sin of the Prophetic Lamp 

1. A lamp appeared from the Light of the Unseen. It 
appeared and returned, and it surpassed the other lamps. It 
was a ruling moon, manifesting itself radiantly among the 
other moons. It as a star whose astrological house is in the 
Empyrean. 

Allah named him 'unlettered' in view of the concentration of 
his aspiration, and also 'consecrated' because of the majesty 
of his blessing, and 'Makkan' because of his residence in 
His vicinity. 
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2. He expanded his breast, and raised his power, and lifted 
from him the burden 'that had weighed down thy back,' and 
He imposed his authority. As Allah made his Badr appear so 
his h l l  moon rose from the cloud of YarnTima and his sun 
arose on the side of Tihgma (Mecca), and his lamp shone 
from the source of all divine munificence. 

3. He did not report about anything except according to his 
inner vision, and he did not order the following of his 
example except according to the truth of his conduct. He 
was in the presence of Allah, then he brought others to His 
Presence. He saw, then he related what he was. He was sent 
forth as a guide, so he defined the limits of conduct. 

4. No one is capable of discerning his true significance, 
except the Sincere, since he confirmed its validity, and then 
accompanied him so that there would not remain any 
disparity between them. 

5. No Gnostic ever knew him who was not ignorant of his 
true quality. His quality is made clear only to those to whom 
Allah under takes to disclose it. 'Those to whom We have 
given the Book, and the recognise their sons, even though a 
party of them conceal the truth, and that wittingly.' (Holy 
Qur'an: 2.46) 

6. The lights of prophecy is sued from his light, and his light 
appeared from the light of Mystery. Among the lights there 
is none more luminous, more manifest or more un-create- 
than uncreatedness than the light of the Master of 
Generosity. 
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7. His aspiration preceded all other aspirations, his existence 
preceded non-existence, and his name preceded the Pen 
because it existed before. 

8. There was never on the horizons, beyond the horizons, 
nor below the horizons anyone more graceful, nobler, wiser, 
more just, kinder, more God- fearing or more sympathetic 
than the holder of this role. His title is Master of Creation, 
and his name is Ahmad, and his attribute is Muhammad. His 
command is more certain, and his essence is more excellent, 
and his attribute is more glorious, and his aspiration is 
unique. 

9. Oh marvel! What is more manifest, more visible, greater, 
more famous, more luminous, more powerful or more 
discerning than him? He is and was, and was known before 
created things and existences and beings. He was and still is 
remembered before 'before' and after 'after ', and before 
substances and qualities. His substance is completely light, 
his speech is prophetic, his knowledge is celestial, his mode 
of expression is Arabic, his tribe is 'neither of the East nor 
the West' (Holy Qur'an: 24.35), his genealogy is patriarchal, 
his mission is conciliation, and he has the title of the 
' unlettered'. 

10. The eyes were opened by his signs, secrets and selves 
perceived by his being there. It was Allah who made him 
articulate by His Word, and being the Proof, confirmed him. 
It was Allah who sent him. He is the proof and the proven. It 
is he who quenches the thirst of the vehemently thirsty heart, 
it is he who brings the uncreated word that is not touched by 
what touches it, nor phrased by the tongue, nor made. It is 
united to Allah without separation, and it surpasses the 



Steven Ashe 

conceivable. It is he who announces the end and the ends 
and the ends of the end. 

11. He lifted the cloud, and pointed to the Sacred House. He 
is the limitation, and he is a heroic warrior. It is he who 
received the order to break the idols, and it is he who was 
sent to mankind for the extermination of them. 

12. Above him a cloud flashed bolts of lightning, and below 
him a bolt of lightning flashed, shone, caused rain, and 
fructified. All knowledge is but a drop from his ocean, and 
all wisdom is but a handfbl from his stream, and all times 
are but an hour from his life. 

13. Allah is with him, and with him is reality. He is the first 
in union and the last to be commissioned as a prophet, the 
inward by reality, and the outward by gnosis. 

14. No scholar ever attained his knowledge nor did any 
philosopher become cognisant of his understanding. 

15. Allah did not surrender (His Reality) to His creation, 
because he is he, and his being there is He, and He is He. 

16. Nothing came out of the M of MHMD, and none entered 
into his H, and his H is the same as his second M, and his D 
is as his first M. His D is his perpetuity, his M is his rank, 
his H his spiritual state, as is his second M. 
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17. Allah made his speech manifest, and enlarged his mark, 
and made his proof known. He sent down the furqan to him, 
he made his tongue adequate, and He made his heart shine. 
He made his contemporaries incapable (of imitating Qur'an). 
He established his clarification and exalted his glory. 

18. If you flee from his domains, what route will you take 
without a guide, 0 ailing one? The maxims of the 
philosophers are like a slipping heap of sand before his 
wisdom. 

The Ta-Sin of Understanding 

1. The comprehensions of created natures are not attached to 
reality, and reality is not attached to created natures. 
Thoughts (which come) are adherences, and the adherences 
of created natures do not attach themselves to realities. The 
perception of reality is difficult to acquire, so how much 
more difficult is the perception of the reality of the Reality. 
Furthermore, Allah is beyond reality, and reality does not in 
itself imply Allah. 

2. The moth flies about the flame until morning, then he 
returns to his fellows and tells them of his spiritual state with 
the most eloquent expressions. Then he mixes with the 
coquetry of the flame in his desire to reach perfect union. 

3. The light of the flame is the knowledge of reality, its heat 
is the reality of reality, and Union with it is the Truth of the 
reality. 
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4. He was not satisfied with its light nor with its heat, so he 
leapt into it completely. Meanwhile, his fellows were 
awaiting his coming so that he could tell them of his actual 
vision since he had not been satisfied with hear say. But at 
that moment, he was being utterly consumed, reduced and 
dispersed into fragments, and he remained without form or 
body or distinguishing mark. Then in what sense can he 
return to his fellows? And in what state now that his has 
obtained? He who had arrived at the vision became able to 
dispense with reports. He who arrives at the object of his 
vision is no longer concerned with the vision. 

5. These meanings do not concern the negligent man, nor the 
transitory man, nor the man of wrong action, nor the man 
who follows his whims. 

6. Oh you who are uncertain, do not identify 'I am' with the 
divine 'I' - not now, nor in the future, nor in the past. Even if 
the 'I am' was a consummated Gnostic, and if this was my 
state, it was not the perfection. Even though I am His I am 
not He. 

7. If you have understood this, then under stand that these 
meanings were not true from anyone except Mohammed, 
and 'Mohammed is not the father of any one of your men,' 
but the Messenger of Allah and the seal of the prophets. He 
absented himself from men and jinn, and he closed his eyes 
to 'where' until there no longer remained any veil on the 
heart nor any falsehood. 

8. There was a 'length of two bows' lengths or nearer,' when 
he reached the desert of the 'knowledge of reality,' he 
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reported from the outward heart. When he arrived to the 
truth of the reality he left his desire there and gave himself 
up to the Bountihl. When he reached the Truth he returned 
and said: 'the inward heart has prostrated to You, and the 
outward heart has believed in You.' When he reached the 
Furthermost Limit he said: 'I cannot praise You as You 
should be praised.' When he reached the reality of the reality 
he said: 'You are the only One who can praise Your self.' 

He renounced his desire and followed his vocation, 'the 
heart did not lie about what it saw' at this station near the 
Lote - Tree of the Boundary. He did not turn to the right to 
the reality of things, nor to the left to the reality of reality. 
'His eyes swerved not, nor swept away.' 

The Ta-Sin of Purity 

1. Reality is something very subtle and minute in its 
description, the paths of access to it are narrow, and on them 
one encounters sighing fires beside deep deserts. The 
stranger follows these paths and informs about what he has 
experienced in the forty Stations such as: 

1. Manners (adab) 

2. Awe (rahab) 

3. Fatigue (nasab) 

4. Serach (talab) 

5. Wonder ('ajab) 

6. Perishing ('atab) 
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7. Exaltation (tarab) 

8. Avidity (sharah) 

9. Probity (nazah) 

10. Sincerity (sidq) 

1 1. Comradeship (rifq) 

12. Emancipation (litq) 

13. Setting out (taswih) 

14. Rest (tarwih) 

15. Discernment (tamyiz) 

16. Witnessing (shuhud) 

1 7. Existence (wujud) 

1 8. Enumeration ('add) 

19. Labour (kada) 

20. Restitution (rada) 

2 1. Dilation (imtidad) 

22. Preparation (I 'dad) 

23. Isolation (infirad) 

24. Captivity (inqiyad) 

25. Attraction (murad) 

26. Presence (hudur) 

27. Exercise (riyada) 

28. Circumspection (hiyata) 

29. Regret for things lost (iftiqad) 

30. Resistance (is tilad) 

3 1. Consideration (tadabbur) 

32. Perplexity (tahayyur) 
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33. Reflection (tafakkur) 

34. Patience (tasabbur) 

3 5. Interpretation (ta'abbur) 

3 6. Non-acceptance (rafd) 

37. Strong criticism (naqd) 

38. Observation (ri'aya) 

39. Taking a guide (hidaya) 

40. Beginning (bidaya) 

The last Station is the Station of the people of Serenity of 
Heart and purification. 

2. Each Station has its own gift of which one part is 
conceivable and the other not. 

3. Then the stranger entered the desert and crossed it and 
embraced and comprehended the whole of it. He did not find 
anything familiar or useful, either on the mountain or on the 
plain. 

4. 'When Musa accomplished the term' he left his people 
since reality was going to take him as 'his '. And yet he was 
satisfied with indirect information without direct vision, and 
there should be a difference between him and the best of 
mankind (Muhammad). Therefore he said: 'Perhaps I will 
bring you some information.' (Holy Qur'an: 20.10) 
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5. If the Well-Guided was pleased with indirect information 
how shall he who searches the route not suffice himself with 
an indirect trace. 

6. From the Burning Bush, on the side of Sinai what he 
heard speak from the Bush was not the Bush nor its seed but 
Allah. 

7. And my role is like this Bush. 

8. So reality is reality and the created is created. Reject your 
created nature that you may become Him, and He, you - in 
respect to reality. 

9. I-ness is a subject, and the object defined is also a subject 
in reality, so how is it defined? 

10. Allah said to Musa: 'You guide to the Proof, not to the 
Object of the Proof. And as for Me I am the Proof of every 
proof. 

11. Allah made me pass by what is reality by grace of a 
contract, a pact, and an alliance. My secret is a witness 
without my created personality. This is my secret and this is 
reality. 

12. Allah enunciated my knowledge with me fiom my heart. 
He drew me near to Him after I had been so far fiom Him. 
He made me His intimate and chose me. 
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The Ta-Sin of the Circle 

1. The first door represents the one who reaches the circle of 
Truth. The second door represents the person who reaches it, 
who after entering it comes to a closed door. The third door 
represents the one who goes as tray in the desert of the 
Truth-Nature of the truth. 

2. He that enters the circle is far from the Truth because the 
way is blocked and the seeker is sent back. The point on 
high represents his yearning. The lower point represents his 
return to his point of departure, and the middle point is his 
bewilderment. 

3. The inner circle does not have a door, and the point which 
is in the centre is Truth. 

4. The meaning of Truth is that from which externals and 
internals are not absent, and it does not tolerate forms. 

5. If you wish to under stand what I have pointed to here, 
then 'take four birds and twist them to thee,' (2.260) because 
Allah does not fly. 

6. It is His jealousy which makes it appear after He hid it. It 
was awe that kept us apart, it was bewilderment that 
deprived us of it. 

7. These are the meanings of Truth. It is subtler than the 
circle of the origins, and the designation of the regions. And 
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subtler still is the internal functioning of the under standing, 
because of the concealing of the imagination. 

8. This is because the observer observes the circle from 
without not from within. 

9. As for the Knowledge of the knowledge of Truth, he does 
not know it, because he is incapable. Knowledge denotes a 
place but the circle is a forbidden place (Haram). 

10. So they named the prophet 'Haram' because he alone 
came out of from the circle of Haram (Ed: Haram - that 
which is forbidden in Islam). 

11. He was full of fear and awe, and wearing the garment of 
Truth, he went out and cried 'Ah! ! ' to all creation. 
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The Ta-Sin of the Point 

1. Finer still than that is the mention of the Primordial Point, 
which is the Source, and which does not grow or decrease, 
nor consume itself. 

2. The one who denies my spiritual state denies it because he 
does not see me, and he calls me a heretic. He charges me 
with evil, and seeing my glory he calls for help, and it is to 
the sacred circle which is beyond the beyond that he cries. 

3.  He who reaches the second circle imagines me to be the 
Inspired Master . 

4. He who reaches the third circle thinks that I am at the 
bottom of all desires. 

5. And he who reaches the circle of Truth forgets me and his 
attention is distracted from me. 

6. 'No indeed, not a refuge! Upon that day the recourse shall 
be to thy Lord, upon that day man shall be told his former 
deeds and his latter.' 

7. But man turns to indirect testimony, he flees to a refuge, 
he fears the sparks, and his intention is beguiled and led 
astray. 
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8. I am absorbed in the sea of the depths of eternity and he 
who reaches the circle of Truth is occupied on the shore of 
the sea of knowledge with his own knowledge. He is absent 
from my vision. 

9. I saw a certain bird from the selves of the Sufis which 
flew with the two wings of Sufism. He denied my glory as 
he persisted in his flight. 

10. He as ked me about purity and I said to him: 'Cut your 
wings with the shears of annihilation. If not you cannot 
follow me.' 

11. He said to me: 'I fly with my wings to my Beloved.' I 
said to him: 'Alas for thee! Because there is naught like 
Him, He is the All-Hearing, the All-Seeing.' So then he fell 
into the sea of understanding and was drowned. 

12. One can represent the ocean of understanding thus: 

I saw my Lord with the eye of my heart, I said: 'Who are 
You?' He said: 'You!' But for You, 'where' cannot have a 
place and there is no 'where' when it concerns You. 

The mind has no image of your existence in time which 
would permit the mind to know where you are. You are the 
one who encompasses every 'where' Up to the point of no- 
where. So where are you? 
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A single unique point from the circle denotes the various 
thoughts of the under standing. A single point is itself the 
Truth and the rest is error. 

13. 'He drew near' in rising - 'then he came again' in 
transcending. Seeking he drew near; enraptured, he came 
again. He left his heart there and drew nigh to his Lord. He 
was absent when he saw Allah, yet he was not absent. How 
was he present and not present? How did he look and not 
look? 

14. From amazement he passed to lucidity and from lucidity 
to amazement. Witnessed by Allah he witnessed Allah. He 
arrived and was separated. He reached his Desire and was 
cut off from his heart, and 'his heart lies not of what it saw.' 

15. Allah concealed him then made him draw near. He 
commissioned him and purified him. He made him thirsty 
and then fed him. He purified him and then chose him. He 
called him and then summoned him. He afflicted him and 
then came to his aid. He armed him and then put him in the 
saddle. 

16. There was a distance of 'one bow span' and when he 
returned he reached his mark. When called he answered. 
Having seen he effaced himself. Having drunk he was 
satisfied. Having come near he was awe-struck. And having 
separated himself from cities and helpers, he was separated 
from consciences and looks and created traces (athar). 
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17. 'Your comrade did not go as tray,' he did not weaken or 
grow weary. His eye did not falter nor was he tired by a 
'when' of pure duration. 

18. 'Your comrade did not go astray,' in his contemplation 
of Us. He did not pass beyond in visiting Us, nor transgress 
in Our message. He did not compare Us to others in treating 
of Us. He did not deviate in the garden of Dhikr (Ed: 
Dhikr/Remembrance of Allah) in contemplation of Us, nor 
go astray in roaming in Fikr. (Ed: Fikr/Reflection - In the 
words of the prophet Mohammed '2n hour's reflection is 
better than a year's prayer. '3. 

19. Rather he remembered Allah in his breaths and blinks of 
the eye, and was resigned to Him in afflictions and thankful 
for his gifts. 

20. 'This is naught but a revelation revealed' from the Light 
to the Light. 

21. Change your speech! Absent your self from illusions, 
raise your feet high from mankind and creatures! Speak of 
Him with measure and harmony! Be passionate and lost in 
rapture. Discover - that you might fly beyond the mountains 
and the fields, the mountains of cognisance and the hills of 
security in order to see He whom you regard. And so the 
legal fast is ended on coming to the Sacred House. 

22. Then he drew nigh to Allah like the one who is going to 
enter the Intention. Then he announced that it is forbidden. It 
is like a barrier rather than impotence. He passed from the 
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Station of Cleansing to the Station of Reproach and from the 
Station of Reproach to the Station of Proximity. He went 
nigh searching and he returned fleeing. He went nigh 
invoking and he returned a herald. He drew nigh answering 
and returned invested with Divine Nearness. He drew nigh 
as a witness and returned a contemplative. 

23. The distance between them was 'two bow spans '. He hit 
the mark of 'where' with the arrow of 'between' (ayn and 
bayn). He stated that there were two bow spans to specifL 
the exact place, and 'or' because of the un-delineated nature 
of Essence, 'a little closer' in the Essence of the Essence. 

24. The Master of the Extraordinary Al-Husadin ibn Mansur 
Al-Hallaj said: 

25. I do not believe that our expression here will be 
comprehensible except to the one who has arrived at the 
second bow span which is beyond the Tablet of Forms (lawh 
mahfuz). 

26. There are letters that are used no longer (as) letters of 
Arabic or Persian. 

27. There are letters only and that letter is the mim which is 
the letter signifjling 'what he revealed'. 

28. The mim designated 'The Last.' 



Steven Ashe 

29. The mim is also the string of the First. The first bow 
span is the Kingdom of Might (Jabrut) and the second is the 
Kingdom of Sovereignty (Malakut), and the Kingdom of the 
Attributes is the string of the two kingdoms. And the 
Kingdom of the Essence of Intimate (specific) Illumination 
(tajalli khass) is the arrow of the Absolute and the arrow of 
the two spans. 

30. It comes from the One who kindles the fire of 
Illumination. 

31. He said that the adequate form of speech is that speech 
the sense of which is drawing near. The Author of the 
meaning is the Truth of Allah not the method of His 
creation. This nearing is only obtained in the circle of 
vigorous exactitude. 

32. Truth and the Truth of Truths is found in the finest 
distinctions, from previous experiences, by means of an 
antidote made by one who loves, in consideration of 
calamities and the discernment of distinctions, and it is by a 
word of deliverance. This is the path of the elect in respect 
to individuals, and the nearing is seen as a vast area so that 
the knower who has followed the observed paths of 
prophetic tradition may understand. 

33. The Master of Yathrib, peace be upon him, proclaimed 
the glory of the one who possesses the most excellent of 
graces, inviolable, preserved in a 'hidden Book,' as He 
mentioned in a visible book, 'in a Book inscribed' on the 
meaning of the language of the birds, when He brought us 
there. 



The Complete Golden Dawn Initiate 

34. If you understand this, oh lover, understand that the Lord 
does not enter into conversation except with His own, or 
with the friends of His own. 

35. To be one of His own is to have neither Master nor 
disciple, to be without preference or distinction or 
affectation or counsel, not having any 'his' or 'from him.' 
But rather what is in him is what is in him, but without there 
being an 'in him,' as a desert without water in a desert 
without water, as a sign in a sign. 

36. Public discourse translates its meanings transplant his 
wishes, and his wish is seen from afar. His path is hard, his 
name is glorious, his form is unique, his knowledge is denial 
of knowledge, his denial is his sole truth, his sin is his source 
of confidence. His Name is his Path, and his outward 
characteristic is his burning, his attribute is Desire. 

37. The Road (shar') is his characteristic, the truths (haqa'iq) 
are his arena and his glory, selves are his portico, Shaitan is 
his teacher, every sociable being became his familiar animal, 
humanity is his conscience, obliteration is his glory, 
effacement is his subject of meditation, the bride is his 
garden, and effacement of effacement his palace. 

38. His Masters are my refuge, their principles are my alarm, 
their volition is my request, their aid is my s topping place, 
their sorrows are my grief. 

39. Their leaves are a drinking place, their sleeves are 
nothing but dust, their doctrine is the corner stone of their 
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state, and their state is impotence. But any other state would 
be an object of anger for Allah. So this is enough and 
success with Allah. 

The Ta-Sin of Before 
Endless-Time and Equivocation 

1. The Master Abu'l-Mughith, may Allah be merciful to 
him, said: 'There is no established mission except that of 
Iblis and Mohammed, peace be on him, only Iblis fell from 
the Essence while Mohammed perceived the Essence of the 
Essence. ' 

2. It was said to Iblis: 'Prostrate your self!' and to 
Muhammad - 'Look!' But Iblis did not prostrate himself, 
and Muhammad did not look, he did not turn to the right or 
the left, 'his eye swerved not, nor swept astray.' 

3. As for Iblis, having announced his mission, he did not 
return to his first power. 

4. And when Muhammad announced his mission he returned 
to his power. 

5. With this statement, 'It is in You that I am transported and 
on You that I fling myself,' and also, 'Oh You who turn the 
hearts' and 'I do not know how to praise You as You should 
be praised. 
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6. Among the inhabitants of heaven there was no Unitarian 
or worshipper like Iblis. 

7. For Iblis there appeared the Divine Essence. He was 
prevented from even a blink of the eye of awareness, and he 
began to worship the Adored One in ascetic isolation. 

8. He was cursed when he reached the double isolation, and 
he was questioned when he demanded the ultimate solitude. 

9. Allah said to him: 'Prostrate your self?!' He said: 'Not 
before another than You.' He said to him: 'Even if my curse 
falls on you?' He said: 'It will not punish me.' 

10. 'My denial is to affirm your purity and my reason 
remains disordered in You. And what is Adam compared to 
You and who am I, Iblis, to differentiate from You!' 

11. He fell into the Sea of Majesty, he became blind, and 
said: 'There is no path for me to other-than-You. I am a 
humble lover.' He said to him: 'You have become proud.' 
He said: 'If there was one glance between us, it would have 
been enough to make me proud and imperious, but I am he 
who knew You in Before Endless-Time, "I am better than 
Him" because I have served You for a longer time. No one, 
in the two types of beings, knows You better than I do! 
There was an intention of Yours in me, and an intention of 
mine in You, and both of them preceded Adam. If I 
prostrated before another than You or if I did not prostrate it 
would be necessary me to return to my origin, since You 
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created me of fire, and fire returns to fire, according to an 
equilibrium and choice which are Yours . 

12. There is no distance from You for me, since I became 
certain that distance and nearness are one. 

For me, if I was left, your desertion would be my 
companion, so how much more are desertion and love truly 
one! Glory to You in Your Providence and in the Essence of 
your Inaccessibility for the pious worshipper who does not 
prostrate before any other than You.' 

13. Musa (Ed: Moses) met Iblis on the slope of Sinai and 
said to him: 'Oh Iblis, what prevented you from 
prostrating?' He said: 'That which prevented me was my 
declaration of a Unique Beloved, and if I had prostrated I 
would have become like you, because you were only called 
upon once to 'look at the mountain' and you looked. As for 
me, I was called upon a thousand times to prostrate myself 
to Adam and I did not prostrate myself because I stood by 
the Intention of my Declaration. 

14. Sayedina Musa said: 'You abandoned a Command?' 
Iblis said: 'It was a test. Not a command.' 

Sayedina Musa said: 'Without sin? But your face was 
deformed.' Iblis replied: 'Oh Musa, that is but the ambiguity 
of appearances, while the spiritual state does not rely on it 
and does not change. Gnosis remains true even as it was at 
the beginning and does not change even if the individual 
changes.' 
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15. Sayedina Musa said: 'Do you remember Him now?' 'Oh 
Musa, pure mind does not have need of memory - by it I am 
remembered and He is remembered. His remembrance is my 
remembrance, and my remembrance is His remembrance. 
How, when remembering our selves, can we two be other 
than one? 

My service is now purer, my time more pleasant, my 
remembrance more glorious, because I served Him in the 
absolute for my good fortune, and now I serve Him for 
Himself. ' 

16. 'I lifted greed from everything which prevents or 
defends for the sake of loss as well as gain. He isolated me, 
made me ecstatic, confused me, expelled me, so that I would 
not mix with the saints. He put me far from others because 
of my jealously for Him alone. He deformed me, because He 
amazed me, and amazed me because He banished me. He 
banished me because I was a servant and put me in a 
forbidden state because of my companionship. He showed 
my lack of worth because I praised His Glory. He reduced 
me to a simple robe of ihram because of my Hijya. He left 
me because of my union, He unified me because he cut me 
off. He cut me off because He had prevented my desire. 

17. By His Truth I was not in error in respect to His decree, I 
did not refuse destiny. I did not care at all about the 
deformation of my face. I kept my equilibrium throughout 
these sentences. 

18. If He punishes me with His fire for all of eternity I 
would not prostrate myself before anyone, and I would not 
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abase myself before any per son or body because I do not 
recognise any opposite with Him! My Declaration is that of 
the Sincere and I am one of those sincere in love.' 

19. Al-Hallaj said: 'There are various theories regarding the 
spiritual states of Azazyl (Iblis before his fall). One said that 
he was charged with a mission in heaven, and with a mission 
on earth. In heaven he preached to the Angels showing them 
good works, and on earth preaching to men and jinn 
showing them evil deeds. 

20. Because one does not recognise things except by their 
opposites, as with fine white silk which can only be woven 
using black fabric behind it - so the Angel could show good 
actions and say symbolically "If you do these you will be 
rewarded." But he who did not know evil before cannot 
recognise good.' 

21. The Master Abu 'Umar Al-Hallaj said: 'I deliberated 
with Iblis and Pharon on the honour of the generous. Iblis 
said: "If I had prostrated myself I would have lost my name 
of honour." Pharon said: "If I had believed in this Messenger 
I would have fallen from my rank of honour." 

22. I said: "If I had disavowed my teaching and my speech, I 
would have fallen from the hall of honour. 

23. When Iblis said: "I am better than him," then he could 
not see anyone other than himself. When Pharon said "I 
know not that you have other Divinity than me," he did not 
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recognise that any of his people could distinguish between 
the true and the false. 

24. And I said: "If you do not know Him, then know His 
signs, I am His sign (tajalli) and I am the Truth! And this is 
because I have not ceased to realize the Truth!" 

25. My companion is Iblis and my teacher is Pharon, Iblis 
was threatened with the fire and did not retract his 
allegation. Pharon was drowned in the Red Sea without 
retracting his allegation or recognising any mediator. But he 
said: "I believe that there is no Divinity but He in whom the 
tribe of Israel believe, "and don't you see that Allah opposed 
Jibril (Ed: Gabriel) in His glory? He said: "Why did you fill 
your mouth with sand?" 

26. And I was killed, crucified, my hands and feet cut off 
without retracting my assertion. 

27. The name of Iblis was derived from his first name, 
Azazyl in which were changed: the Ayn (Ed: Aramaic 
equivalent of the letter Ayin) representing the amplitude of 
his endeavour, the Zay (Ed: Aramaic equivalent of the letter 
Zayin), representing the growing frequency of his visits, the 
Alif (Ed: Aramaic equivalent of the letter Aleph) - his way 
in His rank, the second Zay - his asceticism in His rank, and 
the Ya (Ed: Aramaic equivalent of the letter Yod) - his 
wandering walk to his agony, and Lam (Ed: Aramaic 
equivalent of the letter Lamed) - his obstinacy in his pain. 
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28. He said to him: "You do not prostrate, oh contemptible 
one!" He said, "Say rather - lover, for a lover is despised, so 
you call me despicable. I have read in a Manifest Book, oh 
All-Powerful and Steadfast, that this would happen to me. 
So how could I lower myself before Adam when you created 
him of earth and me from fire? 

These two opposites cannot agree. And I have served you 
longer, and have a greater virtue and a vaster knowledge and 
a more perfect activity. 

29. Allah, may He be praised, said to him: "The choice is 
mine, not yours." He said: "All choices and my choice itself 
are yours, because You had already chosen for me, oh 
Creator, If you prevented me fi-om prostrating before him 
You were the cause of the prevention. If I err in speech You 
do not leave me because You are the All-Hearing. If You 
had willed that I prostrate before him, I would have been 
obedient. I do not know anyone among the Wise who knows 
you better than I do." 

30. Do not blame me, the idea of censure is distant from me, 
reward me then, my master, for I am alone. If, in being a 
promise, Your promise is truly the Truth in principle, the 
principle of my vocation is strong indeed. He who wishes to 
write this declaration of mine, read it, and know that I am a 
martyr! 

3 1. Oh my brother! He was called Azazyl because he was 
dismissed, dismissed from his primitive purity. He did not 
return from his origin to his end, because he did not go out 
from his end, he left, cursed from his origin. 

542 
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32. His attempt to go out miscarried because of the fixity of 
his kindling. He found himself between the fire of his res 
ting place and the light of his high position. 

33. The source on the plain is a low-lying lake. He was 
tormented by thirst in the place where there was abundance. 
He cried his pain because the fire burned him, and his fear 
was nothing but simulation and his blindness is vanity and - 
here he is! 

34. Oh my brother! If you have understood, you have 
considered the narrow pass in its very narrowness and you 
have represented the imagination to your self in its very 
unreality, and you have returned distressed and full of 
anxiety. 

35. The most alert of the Knowers remained silent on Iblis 
and the Gnostics did not have the strength to explain that 
which they had learned. Iblis was stronger that them in 
adoration and nearer than them to the Presence of the 
Essence. He exerted himself more and was more loyal to the 
covenant and was closer to them than the Adored. 

36. The other Angels prostrated before Adam for support, 
and Iblis refused, because he had been in contemplation for 
a long time already. 

37. But his case became conhsed and his thought went 
astray, so he said: "I am better than him." He remained in the 
veil and did not value the dust, and brought damnation on 
himself for the After-Endless-Time of After-Endless-Time. 



Steven Ashe 

The Ta-Sin of the Divine Will 

1. Here is the representation of the volition of Allah. The 
first circle is the Decree of Allah (mashi'a) and the second is 
His Wisdom, and the third is His Power, and the fourth is 
His Before-Endless-Time Knowledge. 

2. Iblis said: 'If I entered the first circle I would have to 
undergo the test of the second, and if I passed into the 
second I would have to undergo the test of the third. And if I 
passed into the third I would have to undergo the test of the 
fourth. 

3. So - no, no, no, no, and no! Even if I rested on my first no 
I would have been cursed until I uttered the second, and 
rejected until I uttered the third so what does the fourth 
matter to me? 

4. If I had known that prostrating would have saved me I 
would have prostrated. But I knew that after that circle were 
other circles. I said to myself in conjecture, 'if I come out 
safe from this circle, how will I come out of the second, the 
third, and the fourth?' 

5. So the Alif of the fifth La is 'He, the Living God.' 
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The Ta-Sin of the Declaration of Unity 

1. He is Allah the Living. 

2. Allah is One, Unique, Alone and testified as One. 

3. Both are One and the profession of Unity of the One are 
in Him and from Him. 

4. From Him comes the distance that separates others from 
His unity. 

5. The knowledge of Tawhid is an autonomous abstract 
cognisance. 

6. The Tawhid is an attribute of the created subject who 
pronounces it, and it is not an attribute of the Object 
professed as one. 

7. If I being created say 'I' did I make Him also say 'I'? My 
Tawhid comes from me then, not from Him. He is free 
(munazzah) of me and my Tawhid. 

8. If I say 'The Tawhid returns to the one who professes it' 
then I make it a created thing. 
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9. If I say 'No, the Tawhid comes from the Object it testifies 
to,' then what relation attaches the unifier to his profession 
of Unity? 

10. If I say 'Then the Tawhid is a relation which attaches the 
Object to the subject,' then I have turned this into a logical 
definition. 

The Ta-Sin of the 
Self-Awarenesses in Tawhid 

1. The attribute of the Ta-Sin of the self-awareness in 
Tawhid is such: Alif - the Unity, Tawhid. Hamza - the self- 
awarenesses, some on one side some on the other. 'Ayn at 
beginning and end - The Essence. 

The self-awarenesses proceed from Him and return to Him, 
operate in Him, but they are not logically necessary. 

2. The real subject of the Tawhid moves across the 
multiplicity of subjects because He is not included in the 
subject nor in the object nor in the pronouns of the 
proposition. Its pronominal suffix does not belong to its 
Object; its possessive 'h' is His 'Ah' and not the other 'h' 
which does not make us Unitarians. 

3 .  If I say of this 'h' 'wah!' the others say to me, 'Alas.' 
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4. These are epithets and specifications and a demonstrative 
allusion pierces this so we could see Allah through the 
substantive conditional. 

5. All human individuality is 'like a building well- 
compacted.' It is a definition and the Unity of Allah does not 
make exception to the definition. But every definition is a 
limitation, and the attributes of a limitation apply to a 
limited object. However the object of Tawhid does not admit 
of limitation. 

6. The Truth (Al-Haqq) itself is none other than the abode of 
Allah not necessarily Allah. 

7. Saying the Tawhid does not realise it because the 
syntactical role of a term and its proper sense do not mix 
with each other when it concerns an appended term. So how 
can they be mixed when it concerns Allah? 

8. If I say 'the Tawhid emanates from Him' then I double 
the Divine Essence, and I make an emanation of itself, 
coexistent with it, being and not being this Essence at the 
same time. 

9. If I say that it was hidden in Allah, and He manifests it, 
how was it hidden where there is no 'how' or 'what' or 'this' 
and there is no place ('where') contained in Him. 

10. Because 'in this' is a creation of Allah, as is 'where.' 
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11. That which supports an accident is not without a 
substance. That which is not separated from a body is not 
without some part of a body. That which is not separated 
from spirit, is not without some part of a spirit. The Tawhid 
is therefore an assimilant. 

12. We return then, beyond this to the centre (of our Object) 
and isolate it from adjunct-ions, assimilitudes, qualifications, 
pulverisations and attributions. 

13. The first circle (in the next diagram) comprises the 
actions of Allah, the second comprises their traces and these 
are two circles of the created. 

14. The central point symbolises the Tawhid, but it is not the 
Tawhid. If not, how would it be separable from the circle? 
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The Ta-Sin of the 
Disconnection-From-Forms 

1. This is the circle of the allegory. 

2. This is the whole which can give us phrases and 
sentences, and to the adepts, cults and sects, doctrines and 
methods . 

3. The first circle is the literal sense, and the second is the 
inner sense, and the third is the allusion. 

4. This is the totality of things, created and composed, 
answered, trodden upon, seized on, contradicted, deceived 
and stupefied. 

5. He circulates in the pronoun 'we' of subjects of persons. 
Like an arrow he penetrates them, provides for them, 
surprises them, and over turns them, and He amazes them in 
crossing them. 

6. Here is the totality of created substances and qualities. 
Allah has nothing to do with these fables. 

7. If I say: 'He is He,' that statement is not the Tawhid. 

8. If I say that the Tawhid of Allah is valid, they will tell me 
- 'no doubt!' 
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9. If I say 'without time,' they will say: 'Then is the meaning 
of Tawhid a simile?' But there is no comparison when 
describing Allah. Your Tawhid is without relation to Allah 
or to creation, because the fact of expressing the number of 
times introduces a limiting condition. In so doing you have 
added a sense to Tawhid, as if it were contingent. However 
the contingent is not an attribute of Allah. His Essence is 
unique. And both Truth and what is unreal cannot emanate 
from the Essence of the Essence. 

10. If I say: 'The Tawhid is the word itself, "the word is an 
attribute of the Essence not the Essence itself. 

1 1. If I say: 'Tawhid means that Allah wishes to be One' the 
divine volition is an attribute of the Essence and volitions 
are created. 

12. If I say: 'Allah is the Tawhid of Essence proclaimed to 
itself,' then I make the Essence Tawhid which can be spoken 
by us. 

13. If I say: 'No, it is not the Essence,' then do I say that 
Tawhid is created? 

14. If I say: 'The name and the object named are One,' then 
what sense does Tawhid have? 

15. If I say: 'Allah is Allah' then do I say that Allah is the 
Essence of the Essence and that He is He? 
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16. Here is the Ta-Sin which treats of the denial of 
secondary causes: and these circles with 'no' written in them 
are its figure. 

17. The first circle is pre-Eternity, and the second 
Intelligence, the third is that of dimensions and the fourth of 
the cognisable. 

18. The Essence is not without attributes. 

19. The first seeker opens the Door of Knowledge and does 
not see. The second opens the Door of Purity and does not 
see. The third opens the Door of Comprehension and does 
not see. The fourth opens the Door of Meaning and does not 
see. None see Allah in His Essence nor in his volition, nor 
in speech nor in His He-ness. 

20. Glory to Allah who is holy and by His sanctity 
inaccessible to all the methods of the Gnostics and to all the 
intuitions of the people of revelations. 

2 1. Here is the Ta-sin of Negation and Affirmation, and this 
is its representation: 

22. The first formula treats of the thought of the common 
people and the second of the elect, and the circle which 
represents the knowledge of Allah is between the two. The 
'no's' which are enclosed by the circle are the negation of 
all dimensions. The two 'ha's' are set like pillars of the two 
sides of Tawhid which holds it up. Beyond them the 
dependencies begin. 
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23. The thought of the common people plunges into the sea 
of images and the thought of the elect into the sea of 
understanding. 

But these two seas dry up and the ways which they marked 
are effaced, the two thoughts disappear and the two pillars 
fall and the two worlds of being perish and proofs and 
knowledge vanish. 

24. On the side of the pure divinity of Allah, He remains, 
transcending all dependent things, praise be to Allah who is 
not touched by any secondary cause. His proof is strong, and 
His power glorious. He, the Lord of Splendour and Glory 
and Majesty. 

The Unaccountable One with arithmetical Unity. No 
definition nor counting nor beginning nor end touches Him. 
His existence is a marvel since He is removed from 
existence. He alone knows Himself, Master of Majesty and 
magnanimity. Creator of souls and bodies. 
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The Adorations of the Sun 

1. Let him greet the Sun at dawn, facing East, giving the 
sign of his grade. And let him say in a loud voice: 

Hail unto Thee who art Ra in Thy rising, even unto Thee 
who art Ra in Thy strength, who travellest over the Heavens 
in Thy bark at the Uprising of the Sun. Tahuti standeth in 
His splendour at the prow, and Ra-Hoor abideth at the helm. 
Hail unto Thee from the Abodes of Night! 

2. Also at Noon, let him greet the Sun, facing South, giving 
the sign of his grade. And let him say in a loud voice: 

Hail unto Thee who art Ahathoor in Thy triumphing, even 
unto Thee who art Ahathoor in Thy beauty, who travellest 
over the heavens in thy bark at the Mid-course of the Sun. 
Tahuti standeth in His splendour at the prow, and Ra-Hoor 
abideth at the helm. Hail unto Thee from the Abodes of 
Morning ! 

3. Also, at Sunset, let him greet the Sun, facing West, giving 
the sign of his grade. And let him say in a loud voice: 

Hail unto Thee who art Tum in Thy setting, even unto Thee 
who art Tum in Thy joy, who travellest over the Heavens in 
Thy bark at the Down-going of the Sun. 

Tahuti standeth in His splendour at the prow, and Ra-Hoor 
abideth at the helm. Hail unto Thee from the Abodes of Day! 
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4. Lastly, at Midnight, let him greet the Sun, facing North, 
giving the sign of his grade, and let him say in a loud voice: 

Hail unto thee who art Khephra in Thy hiding, even unto 
Thee who art Khephra in Thy silence, who travellest over 
the heavens in Thy bark at the Midnight Hour of the Sun. 
Tahuti standeth in His splendour at the prow, and Ra-Hoor 
abideth at the helm. Hail unto Thee from the Abodes of 
Evening. 

5. And after each of these invocations thou shalt give the 
sign of silence, and afterward thou shalt perform the 
adoration that is taught thee by thy Superior. And then do 
thou compose thyself to holy meditation. 

6 .  Also it is better if in these adorations thou assume the 
God-form of whom thou adorest, as if thou didst unite with 
Him in the adoration of that which is beyond Him. 

7. Thus shalt thou ever be mindful of the Great Work which 
thou hast undertaken to perform, and thus shalt thou be 
strengthened to pursue it unto the attainment of the Stone of 
the Wise, the Surnmum Bonum, True Wisdom and Perfect 
Happiness. 
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I - First Knowledge Lecture 

I. Elements 

The Four Elements of the Ancients are duplicated conditions of: 

Heat and Dryness ~ i r e A  
Heat and Moisture ~ i r A  
Cold and Dryness ~ a r t h v  
Cold and Moisture ~ a t e r v  

11. Zodiac 

T ARIES - the Ram - 21 March to 20 April 
'M TAURUS - the Bull - 21 April to 21 May 
38 GEMINI - the Twins - 22 May to 21 June 
@ CANCER - the Crab - 22 June to 22 July 

LEO - the Lion - 23 July to 22 August 
VIRGO - the Virgin - 23 August to 23 September 
LIBRA - the Scales - 24 September to 23 October 
SCORPIO - the Scorpion - 24 October to 22 November 

f SAGITTARIUS - the Archer - 23 November to 221 December 
a: CAPRICORN - the Goat - 22 December to 20 January - AQUARllJS - the Water-bearer - 21 January to 19 February 
)(. PISCES - the Fishes - 20 February to 20 March 

These twelve signs are distributed among the for Triplicities, or sets of three 
signs, each being attributed to one of the four Elements, and they represent the 
operation of the elements in the Zodiac. 

Thus to A Fire Belong: 
Aries Y, Leo 8 ,  Sagittarius 2 

Thus to Earth Belong: 
Taurus 8, Virgo 1, Capricorn 

Thus to A Air Belong: 
Gemini n, Libra -, Aquarius - 

Thus to V Water Belong: 
Cancer 0, Scorpio I&, Pisces X 

111. The Planets 



To the Ancients, six Planets were known, besides the Sun, which they classed with the 
planets. They also assigned certain planetary values to the North and south Nodes of 
the Moon that is, the points where her orbit touches that of the Ecliptic. 

These they named : 

Caput Draconis Head of the Dragon R 
Cauda Draconis Tail of the Dragon U 

In modern reckoning Neptune W and Herschel (Uranus) y have largely 
replaced Caput and Cauda Draconis respectively. 

The Old Planets are: 

Saturn fj 
Jupiter 3 
Mars d 
Sol 0 
Venus 1 
Mercury 

Luna (the Moon) ) 

IV. The Hebrew Alphabet 



I* Yod 10 Hand 

Each letter epresents a number and also has a meaning. Five letters have a different 
shape when written at the end of a word (remember, Hebrew is read right to left). Mem 
is the only final with an oblong shape. Kaph, Nun, Pe, and Tzaddi have tails that come 
below the line when written as finals. Hebrew Letters are Holy Symbols. They should 
be carefully drawn, and square. 



5. The Sephiroth 

The Hebrew Qabalists referred the 
highest and most abstract ideas to 
the Emanations ofDeity, or 
Sephiroth. They believed that there 
were ten Sephiroth, and some 
occultists add an eleventh 
"invisible" Sephira - Da'ath, which 
is made up of the combined 
emanations of Wisdom and 
Understanding. 

The Names of the Sephira, and 
their meanings, can be seen 
arranged in the figure called the 
"Tree of Life" to the right. 

6. Meditation No. 1 

The Neophyte should learn, regularly practice, and master the following simple 
technique of the Fourfold Breath: 

1. Empty the lungs and remain thus while counting four. 
2. Inhale, counting four so that you feel filled with breath to the throat. 
3. Hold this breath while counting four. 
4. Exhale, counting four till the lungs are empty. 

This Fourfold Breath technique should be practiced by the Neophyte while he or she is 
composed in a basic posture or Asana, counting slowly or quickly till she obtains a 
suitable rhythm. This simple technique will help to still the body and quiet the mind of 
the Neophyte. 



Having attained this, the Neophyte should consider a point as defined in mathematics 
- having position, but no magnitude - and let him or her take note of any important 
ideas which arise during this simple meditation. Concentrating his or her mind on this 
point of meditation, let him or her endeavor to realize the Immanence of the Divine 
Wisdom throughout Nature, in all Her aspects. 

7. The Qabalistic Cross And Lesser Ritual of the Pentagram 

IGM Note: These rituals are extremely simple, and easy to memorize These are the only rituals in 
Golden Awn that I will erpectplayers to know and be able to pegorm wirlnourpmmpt~ or a sheet 
The rationale for this is that they are errremely common elements of rituals, and even normal 
activities andfor the sake of grace, I'd like to see them per/ormed without prompts. I'm nor too 
concerned with perfetion or qualiry, as long as it "looks good" - Thelennites nore that the traditional 
G. D. Qabalistic Cross does nor include lAO/ 

Introduction to the Ritual 
There is a much employed Ritual which utilizes the symbol of the Pentagram as a 
general means to banish and invoke the elemental forces. This Ritual is called the 
Lesser Ritual of the Pentagram. However, it should not simply be regarded as a mere 
device to invoke or banish, for it is really the Stone of the Wise and incorporates within 
its structure a high magical formula of Self-Initiation. It is, to all intents and purposes, 
a Ritual of Self-Initiation. This ritual is given to the Neophyte of the Order as a means 
for himher to come into contact with the invisible forces of Nature and to learn how to 
direct those elementary forces. 

The Qabalistic Cross And Lesser Ritual Of The Pentagram 
1. Touching the forehead, say Ateh (Thou art) 
2. Touching the breast, say Malkuth (The Kingdom) 
4. Touching the right shoulder, say ve-Geburah. (And The Power) 
5. Touching the left shoulder, say ve-Gedulah. (And the Glory) 
6. Place the two palms of the hands together upon the breast, and say le-Olahm, 

(Forever) 
7. Fingers pointing up, say Amen. 
8. Advance to the East, trace the Pentagram with the proper weapon (Wand to 

invoke, Dagger to banish). Say (i.e., vibrate) Yod He Vnu He- imagining that 
your 

voice carried forward to the East of the Universe. 
9. Turning to the South, the same, but say Adonai 
10. Turning to the West, the same, but say Eheieh 
1 I .  Turning to the North, the same, but say Agla 
12. Return to the East, completing the Circle, extend the arms in the form of a 
Cross, 

and say: 
13. Before me Raphael; 
14. Behind me Gabriel; 
15.  On my right hand, Michael; 
16. On my lefr hand, Auriel; 
17. Before me flames the Pentagram, 
18. And in the Column shines the Six-rayed Star. 
19-24. Repeat 1 through 6, the Qabalistic Cross. 



For Banishing use the same Ritual but reversing the direction of the lines of the 
Pentagram. 

.... 
Invoking Pentagram Banishing Pentagram 

8. The Uses of the Pentagram Ritual 

Opening and Closing any Magical Work 
The Lesser Ritual of the Pentagram can be used to open and close any magical or 
mystical work, such as a ceremony or meditation. 

As an Exorcism 
The Lesser Ritual of the Pentagram can be used by the Neophyte as a protection against 
impure magnetism, and as a practical form of exorcism, to eliminate obsessing or 
disturbing thoughts. In this the Neophyte should first formulate a mental image of the 
obsession or disturbing thought, then s/he should project the image outside of hisiher 
Aura with the Sign of Projection (Sign of Horus), and when the image is approximately 
three feet away, the Neophyte should give the Sign of Silence (Sign of Harpocrates) to 
prevent the image from returning unto him or her. With the image of the obsession or 
disturbing thought in the East, the Neophyte should then perform the Lesser Banishing 
Ritual of the Pentagram to disintegrate the image, seeing it in hisher mind's eye 
dissolving on the further side of the Circle of Flame which is formulated in the 
Pentagram Ritual. 

9. The Pillars 



In the explanation of the Symbols of the Grade of Neophyte, your attention has been 
directed to the general mystical meaning of the Two pillars called in the Ritual the 
"Pillars of Hermes" of "Seth" and of "Solomon." In the 9th chapter of the Ritual f the 
Dead they are referred to as the "Pillars of Shu," the "Pillars of the Gods of Dawning 
Light," and also as "the North and Southern Columns of the Gate of the Hall of Truth." 
In the 125th Chapter, they are represented by the sacred gateway, the door to which the 
aspirant is brought when he has completed the negative confession. The archaic 
pictures on the one Pillar are painted in black upon a white ground, and those on the 
other in white upon a black ground, in order to express the interchange and 
reconciliation of opposing forces and the eternal balance of light and darkness which 
gives force to visible nature. 

The black cubical bases represent darkness and matter wherein the spirit, the Ruach 
Elohim, began to formulate the Ineffable NAME, that Name which the ancient Rabbis 
have said "rushes through the universe," that Name before which the Darkness rolls 
back the birth of time. 

The flaming red triangular capitals which crown the summit of the Pillars represent the 
Triune manifestation of the Spirit of Life, the Three Mothers of the Sepher Yetsirah, the 
Three Alchemical Principles of Nature, the Sulphur, the Mercury and the Salt. 

Each Pillar is surmounted by its own light-bearer veiled from the material world. 

At the base of both Pillars rise the Lotus flowers, symbols of regeneration and 
metempsychosis. The archaic illustrations are taken from the vignettes of teh 17th and 
125th chapter of the Ritual of the Dead the Egyptian Book of the Per-em-Hru or the 
Book of Coming Forth into the Day, the oldest book in the world as yet discovered. 
The Recension of the Priests of ON is to be found in the walls of the Pyramids of the 
Kings of the 5th and 6th Dynasties at Sakarah, the recensions of the 1 Ith and 12th 
Dynasties on the sarcophagi of thatperiod, and the Theban recension of the 18th 
Dynasty and onward is found on papyri, both plain and illuminated. No satisfactory 
translation of these books is avalable, none having been yet attempted by a scholar 
having the qualifications of mystic as well as Egyptologist. 

The Ritual of the Dead, generally speaking, is a collection of hymns and prayers in the 
form of a series of ceremonial Rituals to enable the man to unite himself with Osiris the 
Redeemer. After this union he is no longer called the man, but Osiris with whom he is 
now symbolically identified. "That they also may be One of us," said the Christ of the 
New Testament. "I am Osiris" said the purified and justified man, his soul luminous 
and washed from sin in the immortal and untreated light, united to Osiris, and thereby 
justified, and the son of God; purified by suffering, strengthened by opposition, 
regenerate through self-sacrifice. Such is the subject of the great Egyptian Ritual. 

The 17th Chapter of the Theban recension consists of a very ancient text with several 
commentaries, also extremely old, and some prayers, none of which come into the 
scheme of the orginal text. It has, together with the 12th chapter, been very carefully 
translated for the purpose of this lecture by the V.H. Frater M.W.T, and the V.H. Soror 
S.S.D.D. has made many valuable suggestions with regard to the interpretation. The 
Title and Preface of the 17th Chapter reads: 



"Concerning the exaltation of the Glorified Ones, of Coming and Going forth in the 
Divine Domain. of the Genies of the Beautiful land of Amentet. Of coming forth in the 
light o fDay in Ly form desired, of Hearing the Forces of Nature by beingenshrined as 
a living Bai." 

And the rubric is: 

"The united with Osiris shall recite it when he has entered the Harbour. May glorious 
things be done thereby upon earth. May all the words of the Adept be fulfilled." 

Owing to the complex use of symbols, the ritual translation of the Chapter can only be 
understood by perpetual reference to the ancient Egyptian commentaries, and therefore 
the following paraphrase has been put together to convey to modem minds as nearly as 
possible the ideas conceived by the old Egyptians in this glorious triumphal song of the 
Soul of Man made one with Osiris. the Redeemer. 

"I am TUM made One with all things. 
"I have become NU. I am RA in his rising ruling by right of his power I am the Great 
God self-begotten, even NU, who pronounced His Names, and thus the Circle of Gods 
was created. 

"I am Yesterday and know Tomorrow. I can never more be overcome. I know the 
secret of Osiris, whose being is perpetually revered of RA. I have finished the work 
which was planned at the Beginning. I am the spirit made manifest, and armed with 
two vast eagle's plumes. lsis and Nephthys are their names, made One with Osiris. 
"I claim my inheritance. My sisns have been uprooted and my passions overcome. I 
am Pure White. I dwell in Time. I live through Eternity, when Initiates make offering 
to the Everlasting Gods. I have passed along the Pathway. I know the Northern and the 
Southern Pillars, the two Columns at the Gateway of the Hall of Truth. 

"Stretch unto me your hands, 0 ye Dwellers in the centre. For I am transformed into a 
God in your midst. Made One with Osiris, 1 have filled the eye socket in the day of the 
morning when Good and Evil fought together. 

"1 have lifted up the cloud-veil in the Sky of the Storm. Till I saw RA born again from 
out of the Great waters. His strength is my strength and my strength is his strength. 
Homage to you, Lords of Truth, chiefs of Osiris rules. Granting release from Sin, 
Followers of Ma where rest is Glorious. Whose throne Anubis built in the day when 
Osiris said: 
"Lo! A man wins his way to Amentet. I come before you, to drive away my faults. As 
ye did to the Seven Glorious Ones who follow their Lord Osiris. 1 am that Spirit of 
Earth and Sun." 
"Between the Two Pillars of Flame. I am RA when he fought beneath the Ashad Tree, 
destroying the enemies of the Ancient of Days. I am the Dweller in the Egg. I am he 
who turns in the disc. I shine forth from the horizon as the gold from the mine. 1 float 
through the Pillars of SHU in the ether. Without a peer among the Gods. The Breath 
of my mouth is as a flame. I light upon the Earth with my glory. Eye cannot gaze on 



my daring beams as they reach through the Heavens and lick up the Nile with tongues 
of flame. I am strong upon Earth with the strength of RA. I have come into Harbour as 
Osiris made perfect. Let priestly offerings be made to me as one in the train of the 
ancient of Days. I brood as the Divine Spirit. I move in the firmness of my Strength. I 
undulate as the Waves that vibrate through Eternity. Osiris has been claimed with 
acclamation, and ordained to rule among the Gods. Enthroned in the Domain of Horus 
where the Spirit and Body are united in the presence of the Ancient of Days. Blotted 
out are the sins of his body in passion. He has passed the Eternal Gate, and has 
received the New Year Feast with Incense, at the marriage of Earth with Heaven. 
"TUM has built his Bridal Chamber. RURURET has founded his shrine. The 
procession is completed. HORUS has purified, SET has consecrated, SHU made one 
with OSIRIS, has entered his heritage. 

"As TUM he has entered the Kingdom to completed union with the Invisible. Thy 
Bride, 0 Osiris, is Isis, who mourned thee when she found thee slain. In Isis, thou art 
born again. From Nephthys is thy nourishment. They cleansed thee in thy Heavenly 
Birth. Youth waits upon thee, ardour is ready at thy hand. And their arms shall uphold 
thee for millions of years. Initiates surround Thee and Thine enemies are cast down. 
The Powers of Darkness are destroyed. The Companions of They Joys are with Thee. 
Thy Victories in the Battle await their reward in the Pillar. The Forces of Nature obey 
Thee. Thy Power is exceeding great. The Gods curse him that curseth Thee. Thine 
Aspirations are fulfilled. Thou art Mistress of Splendour. They are destroyed who 
barred the way. 

The 125th Chapter is concerned with the entry of an Initiate into the Hall of the Two 
Columns of Justice, and commenced with a most beautiful and symbolic description of 
Death, as a journey from the barren wilderness of Earth, to the Glorious Land which 
lies beyond. The literal translation of the opening lines is as follows: 
"I have come from afar to look upon thy beauties. My hands salute Thy Name of 
Justice. I have come from afar, where the Acacia Tree grew not. Where the tree thick 
with leaves is not born. Where there com not beams from herb or grass. I have entered 
the Place of Mystery. 1 have communed with Set. Sleep came upon me, 1 was rapped 
therein, bowing down before the hidden things. I was ushered into the House of Osiris. 
I saw the marvels that were there. The Princes of the Gates in their Glory. 
The illustrations in this chapter represent the Hall of Truth as seen through the open 
leaves of its door. The Hall is presided over by a God who holds his right hand over 
the cage of a hawk, and his left over the food of eternity. On each side of the God is a 
cornice crowned by a row of alternate feathers and Uraei symbolizing justice and firey 
power. The door leaf which completes the right hand of a stall is called "Posessor of 
Truth controlling the Feet," while that on the left is "Possessor of strength, binding the 
male and female animals." The 42 Judges of the Dead are represented as seated in a 
long row, and each of them has to be named, and the Sin over which he presided has 
been denied. 

This chapter describes the introduction of the initiate into the Hall of Truth by Anubis, 
who, having questioned the aspirant, receives from him an account of his initiation, and 
is satisfied by his right to enter. He States that he has been taken into the ante-chamber 
of the Temple and there stripped and blind-folded, he had to grope for the entrance of 



the Hall, and having found it he was reclothed and anointed in the presence of the 
Initiated. He is then asked for the Pass-words and demands that his Soul should be 
weighed in the Great Balance of the Hall of Truth, whereupon ANUBIS again 
interrogates him concerning the symbolism of the door of the Hall, and his answers 
being found correct, ANUBIS says: "Pass on, thou knowest it." 

Among other things the initiate states that he has been purified four times, the same 
number of times that the Neophyte is purified and consecrated in the ceremony of the 
Neophyte. He then makes the long Negative Confession, stating to each Judge in turn 
that he is innocent of that form of Sin over which he judges. Then he invokes the 
Judges to do him justice, and afierwards describes how he had washed in the washing 
place of the South, and rested in the North, in the place called "Son of the Deliverers" 
and he becomes the Dweller under the Olive Tree of Peace, and how how he was given 
a tall flame of fire and a sceptre of cloud, and made a lake of it. 

The initiate is then brought to the actual Pillars, and has to name them and their parts 
under the symbol of the Scales of Balance. He also has to name the Guardian of the 
Gateway who prevents his passage, and when all these are propitiated, the plea of the 
Hall itself cries out against his steps, saying "Because I am silent, because I am pure," 
and it must know that his aspirations are pure enough hand high enough for him to be 
allowed to tread upon it. He is then allowed to announce to Thoth that he is clean from 
all evil, and has overcome the influence of the planets, and THOTH says to him: "Who 
is He whose Pylons are of Flame, whose walls of Living Uraei, and the flames of 
whose House are streams of Water?" and the Initiate replies "Osiris!" 

And it is immediately proclaimed: "The meat shall be from the Infinite, and thy drink 
from the Infinite. Thou art able to go forth to the sepulchral feasts on earth, for thou 
has overcome." 

Thus, these two chapters, which are represented by their illustrations upon the Pillars, 
represent the advance and purification of the Soul and its union with Osiris, the 
Redeemer, in the Golden Dawn of the Infinite Light, in which the Soul is transfigured, 
knows all, and can do all, for it is made One with the Eternal God. 

KHABS AM PEKHT 
KONX OM PAX 
LIGHT IN EXTENSION! 



I1 - Second Knowledge Lecture 
(Zelator) 



The Names andAlchemiwlSym&lsof the Three Principles of Nature are: 

Sulphur 9 
Mercury 

Salt 8 
The metals attributed to the Planets in Akhemy are: 

5 Lead 

0 Gold 

4 Tin 

Q Copper or Brass 

d Iron 

5! Quicksilver (Mercury) 

B Silver 

The following terms are used in books about Alchemy. They have the meanings gievn below. 

SdPhilosophoo The Pure Living Alchemical Spirit of Gold- the refined essence of 
heat and fire 

Luna Phllosoph~~~m The Pure Living Alchemical Spirit of Silver-+he refined essence of 
heat and moisture 

77te Green Lion The Stem and Root of the Radical Essence of Metals 

me Black Dragon Death - Putrefaction - Decay 

The ang - Red -The Qabalistic Mimpowpus - Tiphareth - analogous to Goldand the Sun 

77te Queen - White -The Qabalistic Bride of Mimprwopus - Malkah -analogous to Silver 
and the bhm 



The Four Orders of the Elements are: 

1. The Spirits of the Earth: Gnomes 

2. The Spirits of the Air: SY~@S 

3. The Spirits of the Water: Undnes 

4. The Spirits of the Fire: Salamande~ 

These are the Essential Spiritual Beings called upon to praise Godin the 'Benedicite Omnia 
Opera: 

The Kerubim are the Living Powers of Tetragrammaton on the Material Plane and the 
Presidents of the FbLV Elements. They operate through the Fxedor KeWc m n s o f  the 
Zodiacand are thus symbolized and attributed: 

Kerub of Air Man Aquarius 

Kerub of Fire Lion Leo 

Kerub of Earth Bull Taurus 

Kerub of Water Eagle Scorpio 

Tetragrammaton means 'Four-Lettered Name' and refers to the Unpronounceable Name of 
God symbolized by 'Jehovah'. 

The Laver of Water of Purifiwtion refers to the waters of Binah, the Female Power reflected 
in the Waters of Creation. 

The Altar ofBurnt Offen'ngfor the sacrifice of animals symbolizes the Qlippth, or Evil 
Demons of the plane contiguous to and below the Material Universe. I t  points out that our 
passions should be sacrificed. 

The Qlippoth are the Evil Demons of Matter and the Shells of the Dead. 

The Altar oflncense in the Tabernacle was overlaid with gold. Ours is Black to symbolize our 
work which is to separate the philosophic Gold from the Black Dragon of Matter. 



This altar diaoram shows the Ten Sephiroth with all the connecting Paths numbered and 
lettered, andke Serpent winding ovkr each Path. Around each G h i r a  are written the 
names of the Deitv. Archanoel and Anoelic Host attributed to it. The Twenty-Two Paths are 
bound together b; the ~ e r k n t  of Wiiom. It unites the Paths but does not touch any of the 
Sephiroth, which are linked by the Flaming Sword. 

The Flaming Sword is formed by the Natural Order of the Tree of Life. I t  resembles a Flash of 
Lightning. 

Together the Sephiroth and the Twenty-Two Paths form the 32 Paths of the Sefer Yetrirah, 
or Book of Formation. 

The Two Pillars on either side of the Altar represent: 

Acfive:The White Pillar on the South Side. Male. Adam. Pillar of Light and Fire. Right Kerub. 
Metatron. 

Passiwe:The Black Pillar on the North Side. Female. Eve. Pillar of Cloud. Left Kerub. 
Sandalphon. 



THE SECOND MEDITATION 

LET THE ZELATOR meditate on a straight line. Let him take a ruler or pencil and by moving it 
a distance equal to its length, outline a square. 

Having done this, let him, after quieting his mind with the rhythmic breathing taught in the 
first meditation, mentally formulate a cube, and endeavour to discover the significance of this 
figure and its correspondences. 

Let him meditate upon minerals and crystals, choosing especially a crystal of SALT, and 
entering into it, actually feel himself of crystalline formation. 

Looking out on the Universe from this standpoint, let him identify himself with the EARTH 
SPIRlTS in love and sympathy, recalling as far as he can their prayer as said in the closing of 
the Zelator Grade. 

Let him meditate upon the EARTH TRIPLICITY, visualizing the symbols of a BULL--a VIRGIN-- 
a GOAT which stand for KERUBIC EARTH--MUTABLE EARTH--CARDINAL EARTH. 

For the above ideas consult a simple astrology manual. Make notes of the ideas and pictures 
which arise in your mind. 



The Four Worlds of the Qabalah are: 

ATZILUTH, Archetypal Pure ~ i e t y  

BRIAH, Creative Archangelic I- 

YETZIRAH, Formative Angelic 1- 

ASSIAH, Adion Matter, Man, Shells, Demons 

The Ten Houses, or Heavens, of Assiah, the Material World, are: 

1. Primurn Mobile, 

2. Sphere of the Zodiac, 

3. Sphere of Saturn, 

4. Sphere of Jupiter, 

5. Sphere of Mars, 

6. Sphere of the Sun, 

7. Sphere of Venus, 

8. Sphere of Mercury, 

9. Sphere of the Moon, 

10. Spehere of the Elements, 

Rashith ha Gilgalim &h m m  

Mazloth ntClp) 

Shabbathai 9 ( N W  

Tzedek ?% 

Madim 

Shemesh wm 

Nogah irm 

Kokab am 

Levannah 

Olam Yesodoth ohp 



THE DIVINE NAMES ATTRIBUTED TO THE SEPHIROTH 

Kether's divine name is Eheieh ( m N ) ,  its archangel is Metatron (]mar), its Choir of 

Angels is the Chayoth ha-Qedesh @lp;1 nm) or 'Holy Living Creatures'. 

Chokrnah's divine name is Yah (F), its archangel is Raziel ( ? p ~ ~ n ) ,  its Choir of Angels is 

the Auphanim (O'JDW), or 'Wheels'. 

Binah's divine name is YHVH Elohim ( D ~ N  m), its archangel is Tzaphkiel (kJ~d&!), 
its Choir of Angels is the Aralim ( o ' ~ N ) ,  or 'Thrones'. 

Chesed's divine name is El (~JK), its Archangel is Tzadkiel (hvl~), its Choir of Angels is 

the Chashmalim ( P ~ w R ) ,  or 'Lucid ones'. 

Geburah's divine name is Elohim Gibor ( 1 u 1  D ~ x ) ,  its archangel is Kamael (hs), its 

choir of Angels is the ~eraphim,(P'blW) or 'Firey Ones'. 

Tiphareth's divine name is YHVH Eloah VeDaath (vl irhN m), its Archangel is 

Raphael (~NBT), and its Choir of Angels is the Melekim (~sh?), or 'Kings'. 

Nekach's divine name is YHVH Tzabaoth (mYJX m), its Archangel is Haniel 

(k9m), its Choir of Angels is the Elohim (P*N), or 'Godldesses'. 

Hod's divine name is Elohim Tzabaoth ( n w J X  ~ h h ) ,  its Archangel is Michael (kt?), 
its Choir of Angels is the fkni Elohim ( D ~ N  Ya), or 'Sans of God/dessesl. 

Yesod's divine name is Shaddai El Chai (rh~ 'W), its Archangel is Gabriel (0~31) ,  
and its Choir of Angels is the Kerubim (O93n3), or 'Strong Ones'. 

Malkuth's divine name is Adonai ha-Aretz (YlbCil 'JlK), its Archangel is Sandalphon 

]lDhll))and its Choir of Angels is the Ashim (OWN), or Virile Ones'. 



PLANETARY NAMES, ANGELS, AND INTELLIGENCES 

In  Hebrew, Saturn is called 'Shabbathai'. It's Angel is Cassiel, its Intelligence, or beneficial 
spirit, is Agiel ~ w M ) ,  and its spirit (darker aspect) is Zazel 

Jupiter is called Tzedek. It's angel is Sachiel, its Intelligence is Iophil ~ w w ) ,  and its 

spirit is Hismael h~f?b;l). 

Mars is called Madim. Its angel is Zamael, its Intelligence is Graphiel ( k b m ) ,  and its 

spirit is Bartzabel b~2Xl2). 

The Sun is called Shemesh. Its Angel is Michael, its Intelligence Nakhiel h ~ a ~ ) ,  and its 

spirit Sorath (IRP). 

Venus is called Noagh. Its Angel is Hanael, its Intelligence is Hagiel hp~fi~), its spirit is 

called Kedernel h~7p). 

Mercury is called Kokab. Its Angel is Raphael, its Intelligence is Tiriel &ma), and its 

spirit is called Taphthartharath (rnmnbn). 

Finally, the Moon is called Levannah. Its Angel is Gabriel, its intelligence is called Malkah be 
Tarshisim ve-ad Ruachoth Schechalim (h vl N~O),  and is 

spirit is called Schad Barschernoth ha-Shartathan (mil mf?m2 w)  



The traditional Tarot consists of a pack of 78 cards made up of Four Suits of 14 cards each, 
together with 22 Trumps, or Major Arcana, which tell the story of the Soul. 

Each suit consists of ten numbered cards, as in the modern playing cards, but there are four 
instead of three honours: King or Knight, Queen, Prince or Emperor, Princess or Knave. 

the Four Suits are: 

Wands, or Sceptres, comparable to Diamonds. 

Cups or Chalices, comparable to Hearts. 

Swords, comparable to Spades 

Pentacles or Coins, comparable to Clubs. * 

*I take some slight issue with these attributions; I think rather that Diamonds should be 
attributed to Pentacles and Wands to Clubs. The very names 'wands' and 'clubs' are indicative 
of similar ideas, as are the diamonds (valuable gem) comparable to 'coins'. -Amphion 
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